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| MASON 
SA 
TO THE RELIGIOVS AND VERY 
warſhipful knightes, Sit RosIAA T IghmYN of 
Rushbrooke,andSirloun Hi Guam of Baroeyin 
the c untie of Sutfalke ; Grace and peace be mul- 
'  -* tiphied from God our heaueniy Father, and 
from our Lord and Sauiour 
letus Chriſte. 


PaOVR worſhips remember, that at 
che beginning of the laſt newe yere, 
Al preſented to you in wright: t 
he te Lord: a lite before had 
iuen me to e, in two [hi — 
* 8 


was then vttete 


ſtiße . The reaſon of my ſo doing I alledged (as the 


tructh was:)that I might haue according 
e —— vyherewithto teſtifie the 


good affection vvhic h of duty I owe 12%; rene 
as vrel for the manifold bleſs . yyhich the church 
of Godand the common wealth intheſe partes of 
Suſſolke, enioyeth by your meanes : as for your care 
for my parti euler {atetie , and for the great comfort 
which by y ou, from time to time, I haue had ſithence 


my into this couatrie, The Lord regiſter 
k gay ery that they may come into your 
good accounts inthe day of his ſanne. And becauſe 
it pleaſed you then. to giue ſuch liking ofthe treatiſe, 
that both of you deſired to reteine the coppie, and 
requeſted the ſame at my hands,vvherof allo I made 
promiſe : the beſt vvay for the performance of this, 
I ſuppoſed vvas the putting of it in Fh | was 
the rather contenged to do, hecauſe the matter deli- 
nne 

tt, , 


d. as the diligent hearer oſ me can te- 


* A, -,» THESPISTLE LEY 
uch l haped might be profitable andcomfortablero 
others whuch alſo vvas the iudgement oſſome god- 
lie and learned men that reade it ouer. My purpoſe 
when ] preachcd of the text, was to ſturre vp iny ielf 
and the hearers, to beare patiently, comſortablie, and 
prove tile al l. Bens er mig Sl ber for hood 

conſcience ſake: my purpoſe in ſending it a broade, 
and in making it more common to the churche of 
God, is che ſame. The doctrine is neceſſarie ro pre- 
pare vs fot thoſe times of trouble, which the ab 

of our peace, the contempt of ego U, the e 
handling of the miniſters & the infinite abhomina- 
tions of the land, haue moſt jullly deſerued. accor- 
ding allo as vve haue theſe many yeares beene vvar- 
ned and threatned, not only by our prophets & tea. 
chers, but allo by feare fall ſignes in heaue ꝑ & earth, 
that foriel into vs further euils, vnleſſe in time from 
the higheſt to the lovveſt vve repent, take a better 
courſe, and turne from our diiobedience. Yea; in re- 
ſpect of the time preſent, rlys argument is not alto 
veather vnneceſſary: for although we haue juſt cauſe 
dayly ypon our knecs, to praiſe God for her maieſty, 
the moſt honourable of her counſell, and the reſt o 
the goucrners in the Churche & common wealth: 
by hole ęracious meanes wee haue good lawes e- 
{tabliſked & executed, for the liberty of true religi- 
on, & fur the comfort and incouragement of ſuch 
as meane well: yer wee ſee howe in euerye 
place where the worde is taught: cold proteſtantes, 
earthly minded men, papiſtes and Athieſts, ſeeke & 
deviſe all poſſible meancs they can, to hinder the 
courſe of the gol peli,and to diſquiet the-preachers & 
ptoleſſours, which oppoſe them {clues againſte their 
cotrup tions, and reſuſe to ioyne with them in their 
cuſordcis. A matter too 9 in theſe euil dayes, 
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asche faychſull ſeruants of God lcnowe, and in ma- 
d- ny places finde truc by miſerable e e If the 
oe preachers in any n cheir — 
elf what doe — —— 
nd mouths,weary them, and them — hire if 
od any of the flocke rake part with their teachers, and 
de, profeſſe obedience — want no cuill 
of words, frovvniiig lookes, and hard practiſes againſte 
re- them, from popiſh, vvorldly, & irreligious men. The 
ag practiſes of our country of Suffolke , (to let paſle o- 

| ther parts of the inde) witnes this to be true, & cry 


alowde for vengeance in the cares of the Lorde of 
hoſtes, as your vvorſhips very vvell know. VVe haue 
many godly, learned, wiſe, faithful, & painful paſtors, 
I ſuppoſe that diuers Counties ol the Realme being 
ut together, can ſcarſe aſſorde ſo greate a number, 
reache the true th of God, vvith all manner 
fo dutifulnes and holy loialty to her majeſty and the 
ſtate, they be carefull ro liue vvell tothe vttermoſte 
of their pov ver: and the Lorde be thanked,that hath 
given them ſome good meaſnre of grace, in that be- 
halſe. They lacke not countenance, comfort, and re- 
liefe. from the honorable and worſhipful in the com 
miſſion of peace for the ſhire, ſo farre as they maye 
— a — conſcience, and according to the ave 
of ourm tous ſouerei Vvee prayſe 
God — — bound to pray 
daily for you all. But I pray you, what impes hath Sa- 
than ſturred yp amongſt vs, almoſt in euery Towne 
vrheie the — is to hinder this vvorke 
of the Lorde? hath there bene any vyay vnattemp- 
ted, to ſhake ſome of the preachers ,and in them , no 
dout al rhe reſt? They lach ſeeme to make any ac - 
count of the teachers and t — | 
then ebe alas not ſo muchas theyſhould 
A. iu. doc) 


THE EPISTLE 


doe) eſcape not the vennom of poiſaned congues- 
The pore people here and there in the country, æhat 
be more carefull then the reſt, to teſort to ſermons, 
to heare the vvoorde, learne their dutie, and vvith a 
good conſcience to diſcharge luch duties as by oth, 
are layd vpon them, bee not vvithout their croſſes. 
Some (by the malice of naughty inſufficiene mini- 


ſtets, & other vntavvarde men), to redeeme peace, 


glad to leaue the tovyn vrhere they dyvelled: s 
trovened vpon, ſor doing othervviſe, then their ſu- 
eee eee 
eis MAIICEG tor van | pa- 
pulls & other yvicked men, for not reſorting to the 


chuich,nor comming to the Communion, and ſor 
maſuſing of the prechers, & ſome moleſted one way, 


and ſore another, And this I ſpeak not of any 


done, by any magiſtrate ot gouernou in the church 


or common vveale: let no man take meſo: but by 
vvicked papiſtes and godleſſe perſons that be ſcatte· 
red abraage in the country, as Goates among the 
ſheepe, and darnell among good corne. VVho con- 
xcary to the lavves, peace, Ctovvne, & dignity ai her 
kighncfic and the kingdome, purpoſe and prachſe 
nuichuſe and violence, ſometime cauertly,and ſony 
times openly, againſt ſuche as mean moſt tayrhtully 
to God, and their Countrye, and deſue to take that 
courſe in — thing, thit might beg aceeptable ta 
um. that ſhalſ iudge the quick & the dead, VVe haus 
good cauſe to pray continually tor the long preſcrs 
union of our renouned princes Elmabeth our grati- 
ous Mother and Nuiſſe, nder the ſhadow afvybole 
vvinges (as of the Lorde: announed)by-the meanes 


of her good lauves and Lieieicenauntes, in her 
errne courte and in the country, there is rehefe far 
people of the land, againſt ſuch veau 
vvicked. Qthervviſe — 


all the 
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Wird;vvith them, thirof all othert ought moſt to be 
made off beruft the devil] vvill not ceaſe to flune 


on & com 


Eee 
aym an trader, ifhet teape any ſmall 
. 1 Ln Sewn deem 
only it d due: and ro I mi 


Iamſo paar. *1oþ-tindyren andto the 
view of the country, you haue declared your readi- 
nes to further me, in my good and lavyfull cauſes, & 
(io muchas in you haue liẽ) to reſtrain the that haue 


& perſect friendſhip: but alſo in care of my good e- 
ſtate, & that vvhichis principall, in an holy deſire to 
further true religiõ, & to procure the peace, vvelfate, 
and I bc the prince, and the country vvhere 
you dvvel. The Lorde increaſe in you all his graces, 
that being zealous according to knovve ledge, you 
may become yet more glorious inſtruments ſor the 
furthering of his kingdom, & may go forvvardin the 
profeſſion of his goſpell cuen vnto the ende, to his 
immortal prayſe, the ſturring vp of manye other 
knightes and gentlemen, to be of this your chuiſtian 
order. in the true obedience of Gods vvord: & to the 


18 ſoghe to vex me vniuſtly & intẽded my hurt: ſo haue 
1 I chought my ſelf in duty bonnd, to giue forth ſome 
by publike teſtimony of thankſulues to you. In regarde 
© vvhereol, if it may pleaſe you W atcept this my pore 
he. | ccauclljr B an eſpeciallthing Web defire.T am bold 
0 | toioineyou both in ohEbecauſethe Lord hath knut 
1 you ſoſt together, not only by the bond of kindred 
Ne 
lr 
hat 
to 
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fort offuch as be any vyay troubled for vvel doings, 


corditig to my er preſent ot to con ö 
pas de doctrine & cornforts herein men- 
to vvhom 


eucrlaſting ſaluatiõ of your ſouls in the life to come: 
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1 which gracesi ink ce manner J praye hin 
If! Ladies of both your h 
all your company for Ie E 

. omniporent Sauiour. Amen. 1 
AL 0 ag rag FR — Ae 
vyherein the great & ſearfull Earthquake vyas /] 
ares before ; a day to bee called to oure remem- 
baer — number ſo rare and ( 
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garnft them. It is — tehis owne juſt 


wonder to- he | 


they : * : 2 

crye out 1 
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— that are his, euen t; both 
; and fſpiriref thar rv m — 


vntd his holy e 
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955 bel oued. th ink it not ffrange con- 
cerning the ficry triall. which is among 
70 though ſome Hrange thing Were 
come vnto you. 


e 
6 ES 4 COUrte s epiſtle, that 
7 ms W Chiifians to whome Peter 
N r 8 mates! were at that time iN 

3A creat perſecution:whereup 
PIT ather thinges handled bee i in 
tis text. he commeth to giue them jnlkruc. 
tions touching this ham they ſhold 
pattentlp be are the craſſe, and comfoꝛtably 
nehaue themſelues in the middeſt of their 
greateſt afflictions, A point of doctrine not 
vnneceſſarp fo2 vs at this time. Fo2 al⸗ 
hough by the great mercye of God, it fa- 
eth not with vs, as it did with the "c<ur- 
bes then: Becauſe we line vnder a grati⸗ 
us p2ince that doth cheriſh and mainteine 
he trueth. Vet becauſe our ſinnes: be ſuch, 
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as doe iuſtly diſerue the taking away olher 
royall maieſtp, end the teſtraint of pure re» 
ligion, J ſee no reaſon whp the teachers 
ſhould be charged not to take a good courſe 
in pꝛeparing the people befoze hande to 
bear ſuch troubles, whenſoener tt ey Chouly 
come, no moze then cur ſauicur Chꝛiſt was 
to be challenged. Foz ceiling bis diſciples 
ſo oft ofhis and their own perſecutions bro 
foze they came, & arming ofthem againſte 
the ſame. Tt is the pp actiſe of well oꝛdeted 


teach their people the feates of warte. And 
each man that hath any care of bimſcl{ and 
bis country, when all ti ings are moſt qui · 
et, doth nevertheleſle pꝛouide ſuch things 
in a redineſſe, as may ſtend him in ſteed in 
P time ol trouble. Euen ſo is it ne 


9 
that in the peace ofthe goſpeil, wet be in ; 


ftructed to bear affliction⸗ fo2 the ſan e: 


when the trueth hath greateſt liberty, we 
ſhould continually looke fot perſecution, | 
thercfoze, by the pzecepts and comfozts of 
the woꝛde, be alwaycs pzepared to abide 
whatſoeuer may fal cut. Thich tonſidera⸗ 
tions haue moued mee at this pꝛeſent, to 
ſpeake vnto pou aut ofthis ſcripture. 
T binke 
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for the afflifted. 
Thinke it not flraunge concerning the 
fiery triall: In this firſt verſe, be wille th 
the Chziſtians, not to maruell at the per ſe⸗ 
cution of the churche (which hee callerh by 
the name of ficrp trialt) es thoughe ſome 
ſtrage thing bad dappesc. the laſt woꝛds 
ſeeme to bee ſet downe as a reaſon ta per 
ſwade that which he requirtth. As though 
he ſhould haue ſayde en this wiſt: the trous 
ble & affliction ofthe church oz : ny mem⸗ 
ber thercof, is uo ſtraunge thing. and ther⸗ 
foze no realon why you ſhouldt ma: nel at 
it. Fo2 we maruill at ſuch things oncly, as 
doe ſeldome come to p ſſe, and after an ex⸗ 
traozdinary maner: But tf anything come 
to paſſe often and oꝛdinarily, that wee are 
not wont to matuell at, although in it ſe!fe 
it be neuer ſo wonder ſull. If we ſhculd ſee 
a hoꝛſe flye in the apꝛe: it wee ſhoulde ſee 
great ſnowes in the middes of ſommet: oz 
a plentitull hatueſt in the middes of win⸗ 
ter: behold iuſt eccaſtons to make vs won; 
der, becaule theſe things ſeldome oz neuer 
fall out, and the courſe of nature, the oꝛder 
ſee do mne by God himſe le ſhoulde bee ins 
uerted. But to ſee a hoꝛſe runre apace vport 
the grounde, to fce decpe eſnowes in the 
B. ii. mio deſt 
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middeſt of winter. and harueſt in Auguſt oꝛ 
September, doth neuer cauſe wonder ng 
02 aſtoniſhment, although in deede they be 
moſt marueilous woꝛks of the Lozd.Euen 
ſo perſecutions and. afflictiens fo2 righte- 
ouſnes ſake ,beeing the ozdinarpe poztion 
which from time to time the ſaints of God 
haue recefued in this wozlde , there is no 
moze cauſe why we ſhould be ama3cd oz as 
ſtoniſhed at that whenſceucr generally oz 
particularly it falleth out,then at the ſnow 
in the winter,o2 harueſt in the ſommer. If 
we looke vnto the beginning, we ſhall ſee 
that Cain perſecuted his cwn bꝛother Abel: 
afterward: I ſmael I ſa ai K., E ſau Iacob. Any 
when viſible church began to be a great 
people (I mean Þ Jewee:)the Egppriang 
firſt c then al the nations round about, bent 
their foxce againſt them. Among the Jews 
bypocritcs , and naughty perſons ,. ofthe 
kings, pꝛieſtes.pꝛophets · end people failed 

vet to hold on the ſame courſe , in offering 

all manner of crueltp, to ſuch as trucly fea: 
red the Lene, ard ʒealouſly cxecuted the 

functions tu them committed, as the hiſto⸗ 

ties et the ſcripture doe p lapnely witneſſe, 

Ik ue locke into the enterteinment ol our 
* Cautour 
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ſauiour Chyilte and his apoſtles fn their 
time, it Hall appeare to haue bene nothing 
better then the foꝛzmer. And that the like 
condition hath bene vpon the church euer 
ſithence, it is knowne to ſuch as haue read 
the ſtozies. In fo much as that complaint 
is molt true, iich ſhe maketh in che pſal. 

They baue often times affiitbed mee from 
my youth vp: that is to ſay, euer ſithence 
had aup beingvpon the earth, mine entmies 
haue not ceaſled to afflictme, + as it were 
to plowe derpe furrowes vpon my backe. 
Yau lee then what we haue here to learne 
in rhe fir place, namely not to be troubled 
at the perſecutions which may happen to 
our ſelues, oz any other the members of 
Chzilt, Fox the pꝛokeſlion ok his truth and 
doing of our duety,as though ſome (range 
thing were come to palle, fetng it is the 
o2diaary courle, which the wicked wozlve 
(whoſe wozas are nought) taking their dis 
rection from their grand{ather C ane, hath 
from time to time pꝛactiſed ag wnſte the 
church, and the ozdinary way, by the which 
the Loꝛd krom age to age. bath lead all his 
childzen: to the verifivag of that, which 
Paul and Baruavas preached wereſoeuer 
B. ili. they 


Pſa.i 39.1. 


— — — — 


— 


— - . _—_— 


Ad. 14 21. 


Tuk 142. 


23. 3.32. £14 


Act. 17.31. 


2. Theſ. 1.8. 


eternal deſtruction, It A embzate the woꝛd 


＋ comfortable treatiſe 


they came t'T brougb many eff liftions ve e 
mult enter into the kingdome of God. 

And this being ſo, J: behoueth vs, when 
wee firit ioyne our ſelues to the churche of 
God, and enter into the pꝛokellion ok his 
tructh , with purpole to leade oure liues 
accozding thereunto: to lite vs down, ac- 
coding to the counlel of our ſauiour Chꝛiſt 
c to make our acconnt on this wiſe. — 
ly I (re that al fleſh is graſſe, and al things 
vnder the ſunne are but vaaity, Tye time 
will come when J muſt dpe, and Gad hath 
appoynted a dap wherein he will iudge all 
the wozlde. He hath pꝛepared life and bleſs 
ſedneſſe fo2 them that feare him, and vens 
geance foz them that knoweth him not, noz 
obey his goſpell. J perteiue therefoze it is 
neceſlarp, that I care fo2 the life to come, 
uide foz the lafety ol my ſoul after deth. 
I take the courle of the wozld, J run to 


the only way vnto heauen & eternall life, J 
mult make mp ful reckoning ot that which 
al the faithful pꝛofcſtoꝛs therof haue taſted 
befoz? me, J muſt pꝛepare my backe foz 
ſtripes, I mult looke to bee cuil ſpoken of, 
ieſted vpon, ſcoꝛned at, to loſe the fauour of 
thole that bee mighty, to be caſt in pꝛiſon, 
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laſe my goodes, pea and mp life alſo. Fo; 
A ſee this is the eſtate of the true ſeruants 
of God ia this wozloe, Oe that ſhall thus 
debate the matter wich him ſelfe, and with 
an heart careful of his owne laluation cal 
vpon God fo} his direction, wil ſoone be re 


tions with the people of God, then to enioy 
the pleaſures of ſi ne here fo: a ſhoꝛt time. 
Pozcouer when ſt mes ariſe, the windes 
b. om, and the floods beate vpoa his houſe:p 
is, when troubles and perſecutions come, 
he (hal be able ta beare them moꝛe patient; 
ly. aub with greater comfozr, ſith in t ueth 
he mapſay,F thought ſo: Loe, it is come to 
paſſe as J looked foꝛ long ſince, It is a 
common laping: euils that be thought vp⸗ 
pon befoze doe hurt leſle when they come. 
Then they pearce vs deeply wi t they come 
bpon vs at viwares, and when wee neuer 


to couclude this popnt, ſich the croſſe is in 
ſeperably iopned to the pꝛoleſſion of the 
trueth, let him that wil ſtand with comfoꝛt 
in the time ok his trial, befoze hand make 
his teckoning and looke fo2 no better. It 
tolloweth in che text. 

B. til 4 Con- 


ſolued with Moſes, to chu rather afflicti« ub. 11.33. 


betoꝛe ſuſpected any luch matter. Therfoze *=th.16.24.5 
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Concerning the fiery triall, or triall by fire, 
the woꝛdes do beare either. Now the apo- 
ſtle doch on this wiſe, terme the perſecuti⸗ 
ons of Gods childzen. Accoꝛding as hee 
doth befoze in the firſt chapter. The ſpeech 
is metaphozicall oꝛ bozrowed , ligutfping 
thus much: As fire trieth the pure golde, 
from that which is counterfaic and naught, 
lining it,q mozeouer burneth,waſt:ch a ſun 
dꝛeth p dꝛoſſe & ruſt from þ which is good, 
ſo troubles and afflictions fo2 Chyiſtes 
ſake , doe diſcerne the fapthfull Chziſtian 
from che hypocrite, and time ſeruer, and 
waſteth away the cozruption of ſinne that 
creepeth and ſtealeth in vppon the fapth⸗ 
full in their peace and pꝛoſperity, making 
chem moꝛe pure and fine co the Loꝛd. Fo 
the firft, there lurkech ſo great ſelfe love e 
hipocriſte in vs, and there are ſo many de» 
ceitfull cozners in our heartes, that it is a 
meruelious harde matter, to be vndoubteds 
ly perſuaded in dur conſciences of our in 
tegriip and vpyghtneſſe to the Loꝛd and 
bis trueth, while the pꝛokeſſion thereof 
is commande d by Pences, and hath coun⸗ 


tenance, liberty, x pzofire wayting vpon it. 
Fez then how earneſt ſoeuer wee leeme to 


be, 


* „ — — tw. md. . 
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be, peraduenture wee loue our ſelues, not 
the Loꝛd, & it is our own eſtimation © pꝛe⸗ 
ferment þ we ſeeke, e not the holding foꝛth 
of the trueth with a pure conlctence. Then 
in deed we know our ſelues, when we haue 
bene tried. And if in the mivdeft of al cemp- 
tations, we continue without tainting and 
turning back, we may be bold of our obedi 
ece j nd +. is good, ᷣ we be ſuch as baue built 
oule vp5 p rock, and þ neitherheighth 
no} depth,p2incipalictes no2 power, lite 
deth,things pꝛeſent oꝛ chings to come, hal 
be able to ſeperate vs ſrõ the loue of God, 
Mhile our ſautour Chziſte was at liberty, 
Peter thought bimſelk maruellous ſour, he 2 
affirmed very confidenclp, 5; he would no 
ſhꝛink kr his maiſter,alcthong! all the ref 
ſhould runne away: yea when the officers 
came to attach him, he dꝛew out his \wo2'>, 
| ſmote of a ſeruaunt of the high pꝛieſt his 
tar. But when p matter came to 5 pinch in 
deede, we knowe how all his courage was 
quailed, the very ſpeech of a damſell cat: 
ſed him to abiure the ſauionr of p wozld, to 
whd he had befoꝛe ſo earneſtly vowed him 
ſelf,By him wee maplearne to ſuſpect our 
ſelues, and our owne weakneſſe, and not 
to unagine that wee bee without all 8 
0 


Var.7.24.24* 


N02 Rom. u. 38.39, 
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Lak f. 23 ofreuolting, becauſe in the liberty c peace 
of the goſpell wee make pꝛole ſſion of the 
ſame, The ſandye grounde nouritheth his 
blade, ſo lang as the weather continueth 
ſealonable and calinc, which neuercheleſſe 
in hot and lcoꝛcging wether, withereth and 
is vnpꝛolitable. That onelp we appꝛoue fo} 
good ground indeed, which in the extremity 
ok heat, we haue ſeene bziug fozth the eares 
with full cozne. Euen lo, it is nothing in 
theſe daies to pꝛo eſſe the true religion, che 
ſame being commanded by the lawe3 , and 
countenanced by ſo many good means: but 
it foz our ſinnes God ſhoulo cake awap the 
pꝛince, i poperp ſhold be eſtabliſhed again, 
02 a mingle mãgle of religid permitted as 
in France: then þ true & faichtul pzofeſſo2s 
Hold be eaſily diſcerned from the hypocrit 
and diſlemvler. Then all che enemies o 
Daxid were ſubdued round about, and the 
whole kingdome of 1«44b appzoued him 
fo} their only and true ſouereigne, ther was 
no great trial of che fidelicie of his ſubiects 

5.20.1. ut when Sheba the ſonne of Bichri blew 
the Trumpet and ſapd, we haue no parte 
inPazid, neither haue we inheritaunce in 
the ſonne of 15441, eucry man co his _ 
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D Iſrael. And this dzew away great mum. 
ers of the people to make an inſurrection; 
Then ſuch as in the middeſt ok thoſe rebels 
y woꝛd 02 pꝛactiſe, teſtiſied their ſubiecti⸗ 
n to David with the hazard of their eſtate, 
xaue vndoubted teſtimonies of their fidelts 
y. We can not ſap foz a truth, that al ſuch 
e fapthfull ta her maieſtic, wyiche in this 
er great pꝛoſperity (wherein no enempe 
are quech)ſecineth ſo to be: they which in 
he dapes of We merland and Nort bum- 
3 Serla«d, ſtoo de vnto her in thoſe partes of 
he Nozth agapalt their Lozdes to their 
aunger, were fapthfull in decde, and the 
and might make a good reckoning of the, 
1 anp other the like occaſion. As therefoze 
y ſuche meanes as theſe, lopall and true 
ppocrit heat ted ſubiect es to their p:ince be tried: ſa 
nies offÞvyen-troubles and periecutions ariſe fo2 
and the the woꝛd, they which be ſincere æ vpꝛight 
ed him ja the (care of the Loꝛd, be diſcerned from 
er was he counterfeite,whiche in their pzofeſſion 
ubiects aue ſought nothing but their aduauntage 
i blew yd eaſe. And then in deed we haue put the 
parte ſburch of God and our owne conſciences 
ite in put of al doubt concerning our entegritpe, 
tents ſuhen in the middeſt of affluctions fox the 

O goſpell 
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goſpell ſake, we haue continued with bold: Þ 
nes to pꝛoleſſe the lame. Ae lee therefoze 5 - 
it is not without good cauſe, why perſecu - 
tions be called a fiery trial. Naw, euen this 
ſhould teach vs, patiently & comfoztably to 
endure al maner of croſſes, foꝛ the trueth # 
a good conſcience, ſich p our holoing out in 
them. is a certein pzoofe 5ᷣ our faith is good 
e our obedience ſuch as will go koꝛ paimẽt 
before the Loꝛd. From whẽce allo we may 
vadoubtedlp perſwade our lelues, that wee 
ſhal not faint when the like o2 greater dan» . 
gers fall out. When we haue a caſe in law Pp 
fo2 any landes þ we claime, we are glad to 
haue our euidences examined, whether they 
be good 02 no,befoze we come to the pinch: 
e tf we haue golde lye by vs , we occupp 
not, wee are content to haue it tried befoꝛe 
band, v we map be ſure it will bee curtrant, 
whenlocuer occaſion kalleth out to vſe it. 
hy then be we not glad, ok dilgracings, 
railings, complaints, loſte of favour, impꝛi⸗ 
ſomnent, and ſuch like, when they come vn⸗ 
to vs fa doing of our duty & righteouſneg 
ſakc x ſeeing þ by our ſiffering of them, the 
L 02d p2eparech vs ſoꝛ gieater matters, # 
our patit᷑ce intheſe is as it were an earneſt 
bas 
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1 onto vs, that wee Hall ſtand when we bee 
ep tried co the vttermoſt. Therfoze J conclude 


vis fo) great ioy (my bzechzen) when yott fall 
inte many tentations: knowing þ the triall 

o! pour faith þzingeth fozth pactence. And 
let pitience haue her perfect wo;k , þ pou 
maybe perfect & entire lacking nothing. 
The le cond effect of — — — wer 
vppon they be compared to a fiery triall, J 
ſayd was this. As fire dzieth vp al maner of 
dꝛoſſe in the good golde, ſo they dzp vp mas 
vp cozruptions , that creepe vpan the gods 
lp, in the time ot their liberty & peace, Fo 
thus it fareth with the beſt of Gods chil⸗ 
den, when they be a litle quiet. the wozly 
ſeemeth to ſmile vpon them, if they bzeake 
not out, as re ſty & pampꝛed hoſes, to open 
outrage & diſorder, pet at the leaſt ther ſtea 
leth vpõ them much vanity,wozldlines,des« 
light in things earthlp,x negligence(ifnot 
cortipt) of things heauenly, Wherupon p 
love of the woꝛd doth decreaſe in them. and 


the Lonour of God as they were befoze, 
The cxamples of Joſepb, Daxid, + Ez2- 0 


this part with that of S.1ames ; count it lac.c.2.3.4. 


they become not ſa carefull and 3caſouſe of 


bias, may ſerueto pzove the trueth of this, 10 %, 


Fs "wo | - Proey 


8s herrercifu'lp and in great wiſdome did 
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The Lozv ſeetr g the tickle diſpoſition th 
is in ell men to chis rYnrilineſſe, was 
wont to meete with the ſame befoze honde 
with meni'olde Croſſes, even in luch men 
as he made elpeciall account ok. Foz no 
doubt this was ore pꝛiucipal end,. ok the in- 
finite turmoples, that Abraham and I zcob 
were encombꝛed with, that ſo they mighte 
be bꝛought to deſpiſe the earth which is re⸗ 
pleniſhed with ſo many miſeries, ſceke al 
ter eternity, c ʒealouſiy ſet them ſelues to 
Þ whercunto the Loꝛde did cal them. Now 


on this wile pꝛeuent luch diſoꝛdered affec, 
tions, as were ctherwiſe like to haue peſte⸗ 
red their hearts:ſo dealech he as gratiot ſiy 
with his childꝛen in ſecking to reclatm chi 
by the like meanes when they haue bene o⸗ 
uertaken. Whereuppon, beſide the in ward 
affliccions of the minde, he often times ſtir 
reth vp ag aynſt vs, enemies that ſpeake e- 
uil of vs. trouble vs fo2 well doing. ihatſo 
be might fre vs from enemies that be moje 
daungerous to our ſouls. Fo; although tlie 
ignoꝛant and carele ſſe, in all the croſſes 
that happen vnto them, doe only regard the 
meanes and infirumentes whereby they 

come, 


not vnderſt ding, they locke vp to the hand 
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tome, crying out ofthe iniurie of ther ops 
pꝛeſlours, and clearing of tt em ſe lues as 
parties rniuſtiy troubled. Pet it i3 others 
wile with che ſetuan :s of God, that be wile 


ot the (miter, whome they knowe to be the Amos. 3 6 
Lode himfelfe, whome they ſtraight way 


will not puniſhe withoute cauſe, and that 
|| thcrfoze ſomth ing is amiſle in them which 
be wonlde haue them to awent: aithoughe 
that be good, commanded of God, and no⸗ 
thing but their duty loz the which thep be 
perſecutet by their aduerſerics. Whercbp 
tt commeth to palle, that thepexamin them 
lelues and their doinges meze ſtreightly, 
linde out many coꝛtuptions, which befoze 
were epther unknown, oz clie vnregarded, 
end therfoze would haue verp dan⸗ 
gerous to thetr ſoules, if this had not thus 
bene rouzed rp to conſtdtr of them. Which 
chey doe ſo pyofit: blp, that in the ende they 
lap with David, It is good lo me (O loꝝd) 


the hat thou bzoughteſt mee lowe . Foz eren van 


luch troubles cate them to doe their duty 
ef better, to bee marueylous circumſpecte of 
Icheir wapes, that cheir enemies map haue 
no 


| conclude to be righteons and ſo iuſt, as hee 2.16.10. 


| 
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no iuſt matter againſt them, and ſturre vp 
in them a great ʒeale to pꝛaper, ſo as they 
do it moꝛe often and earneſtly then befoze, 
We ought thereloze to be glad, e to thanke 
the Lozd moſt hartelp, whenloeuer it ſhall 
pleaſe him to purge vs on this ſoꝛt. Dur 
veſſels of ſiluer and golde which in time 
doe gather ſoyle, we deſire to haue ſcoured: 


and the linnen that wee vſe ta our tables, 


we retopce to haue often waſhed. And why 


then do we not take in good part all maner 
of perſecutions $ieeing they be ſcourgings 


and waſhings to our ſoules, whereby the 
Lozde mindeth to make vs cleane, from 
ſome vntowardnes that is in vs. Uerily 
this is a greater mercpe then any mans 
tongue is able to vtter,and the wildame of 
the Lope in this behalfe is very wonder⸗ 
full: we be entred into an euill courſe ſome 
way 02 other, offenſtue ta the maie ſtye of 
God, and hurttull vnto our ſelues , In the 
mean time God concealeth choſe diſozders 
of oures from men, whiche peraduenture 
woulde pꝛocure our puniſhmente by their 
Lawes, end intending to reclapme vs, 
tu bꝛing vs to htmſcife againe, hee ſturreth 
vp lome againſt vs, and to our great bono} 
cauſeth 
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ruſeth ſome afflictis to come vnito bs fot 
well doing, that was due vnto vs foz our 
inne and diſobediente.© the ritches ol his 
grace: who is able to conteiue it; CTertein⸗ 
ly the Loꝛd bis retiring of Sou! from pur⸗ 
uiug of D aid, cauſing the Pailiffives tb 
invade the lande, was not ſo iopfull to the 
wearied man, as this ſhould be ioifull vnto 
s, when after this manner he ſloppeth vs 
n ctr euill courſe, and cauſeth vs to retire 
from that which is not good. But pnoughe 


zoſe of God in the ſame. It remaineth that 
ach man in all ſuch troubles ſturre vp his 
heart, and p2ap to God. that he may pꝛolite 
y them as we haue heard. It followeth. 
But reioyce, in as much a5 you art parta- 
ers of Chriftes ſufferings , that when bis 
lory ſhall appear: ye may be glad & reioice. 
In this verſe he requireth moe then inthe 
mer. There he would haue vs not to bee 
ſtoniſhed at our perſecutions fo2 the truth 
ake:here he ſapth that we muſt reioyte & 
e glad, when any ſuch thing commeth vn⸗ 
vs. And leaſt h e ſhoulde ſeeme to call foꝝ 
ny thing, without rendzing a reaſon ther⸗ 
in this ſentence he 2 he 
| men 


yk this fruite of perſecutions , and the pur ⸗ 
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ments of great foꝛce, wherehy be laboureth 
to perſuade the reioy ſing mentioned. The 
firſt is dꝛawen from the exemple of Chziſt 
to whoſe image we ſhould deſire to be con⸗ 
Rom. 3. 2. fozmed, becauſe we were thereunto pꝛede⸗ 
ſtinate: the next, is from the rewarde, that 

we ſhall haue at ſuch time, as Jeſus Chziſt 

ſhall appeare,the ſecond time in glozy. Fo 

the firſt : his meaning is, that whenſoeuer 
we be afflicted foz righteouſneſſe ſake, it is 
na otherwile with vs, then it was with 
Chziſt, our Lozde,our king, our head and 
Ive ſauiour befoze, Ye was baptiſed with this 
11.15. baptiſme, and he beganne of this cup vnto 
ob-3.4%, yg. Ik we be rayled vpon, hee was charged 
to be a glutton, a Samaritane, an enempe 

to Ceſar, and to wozke by the deuil: If men 

deſire to haue vs out of their companies c 
countries: ſo was hee dealt withall by the 
Mach. 5.34. Gergeſenes, Ik we be put to our ſhiftes,to 
Leh, to. h. flpe from place to place fo our own ſafery: 
he was ſo befoze vs.Jfſome of our friendes 
whom we truſt doe betray vs, ſo did Jada 
to our Lozd. It we be arraigned befoze the 
indgemente ſeates of pꝛinces, if there, 
wee bee ſkoffed and mocked at, beaten 
with roddes, and condemned to death:was 
not 
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not this allo the poꝛtion of the ſon of God? 
If we be thought che woꝛſt men vpponthe 
earth,moze daungerous and hurtfull to the | 
common wealth then any others, we know | 
that Barrabas was pꝛeferred beloze the 6 
Lozdoflife, This is therefoze a certeine i 
Itrueth, that Telus Chziſte hath gone this 
way befoze vs. And Cranmer in thole ma⸗ 
nifold diſgracings about his diſgrading: p 
man whom Sonner ſcourged in his gar⸗ 
h den, and all the marcy2s in their tozments, | 

were nothing els but his companions , t 
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Now this ſhoulde be. fufficient to comfozt 
vs in all our troubles, and to cauſe vs moſt 
topfullp to endure the lame. It is an olde 
de Ylaping: it is comfort to the wꝛetched, to 

haue companions in their miſeries: howe 

& ſcomfeꝛztable then ſhould it be vnto vs, ſeing 

eſus Chziſt tooke part wich vs: When 

Vriah, by Dauids commandement was ſent 282. 1. 10. 
to the court, and by the king himlelle wil⸗ 

led co goe to his wife to his owne houſe 

take his eaſe:he refuſed it. e choſe rather 

o lleepe at the pallace doze with the reſt of 

be kings ſeruants. And being demaunded 
he reaſon by Dauid of his ſo doing, he ans 
pered that it was vnequall and vncome 


ly 


C.ii. 


% 
it 


. e r „ e 1 2 
rr Ee I a tO 1 


— - — _ * F 
a. as See AI — — , — — 5 —_— 


— 


A comfortable treatiſe 


Ip foz him to be at reſt in his bedde in the 
houſe, when To-b his Loꝛd lay in the fields. 
The valiant & couragious ſouldicr thought 
it a matter ok delight vnto him, to endure 
hardnes with his captein, and the greateſt 


diſhonour that coulde be, to doe otherwiſe. 


Dow much moze ought we to reioyce in all 
our extremtties ꝛſeting in them we do after 


it were dꝛaw in one yoke with him. It had 
beene ſufficient to cheare vs, if Peter had 
ſatd as our Loꝛd ſpake befoze in the goſpel 
of Mat be wꝛlo perſecuted they þ pzopheres 
which were befoze pou . But when he tel⸗ 
leth vs, that perſecution and affliction was 
the poztion of the ſonne of God, it is an in« 
ſtruction to patience.and a comfozt in trons 
ble, free from all chalenge, exception, any 
ſpeaking againſt. Tf the pꝛinte ſhoulde ſap 
vnto vs, 02 anp other ſubiect: you muſt do 
ſomwhat fo2 me, which the L. C banc eller, g 
the reſt ol my pꝛiuye tounſell haue done bes 
foꝛe pou, ſurely the thing beeing good, 
though neuer ſo painfull, we ought to yeeld 
vnto it. But if tte pzince ſhoulde ſay, mint 
only ſonne and heire, oz mine owne ſelfe 
haue bozne this bunt already: how coulde 

| we 


a ſozt dzinke of one cup with Chzift,and as 


we ck 
ſure o 
hearte 
fuſe it 


be pat 
in the 
with : 
dux tri 
Fo: as 
it Ma 
df Ir: 
into th 
nolt li 
Tie ſe 
niſed ! 


forthe off lifted, 

we challenge the pꝛince of any hard mea» 
ſure offered vnto vs r and how beaſtly faint 
hearted,and cowardly ſhoulde wee be tore- 
fuſe it? Therefoze to end this matter;let vs 
be patient in all our afflictions and reioice 
in the ſame.ſeeing therin we be partakers 
with Jeſus Chzilte the ſonne of God, and 
ur true ſoueraigne and euerlaſting king, 
Foz as the wood call into the bitter waters 


ff Jſracl: ſo Jeſus Cqʒiſte being thꝛowen 
into the (ea of afflictions, hath made them 
nolt {weete to ſo many as beleeue in him. 
The ſecond reaſon is the recompence pꝛo⸗ 
niſed vnto ſuch, as with Jeſus Chyſte ſuf 
er alflictions toꝛ a good conſcience, hen 
bis glory ſhall appeare (ſayth the apaſtle) 
ben 5hal you reivice,and leap for ioy: Fo2 Þ 
voꝛd leemeth to ſigniſte 19 much. His mea 
ung is p the toy of Gods childzen ſhall be 
erfect then, wheras now. by rea on ol our 
oruption &-moztality, it is mingled. wich 


te, ch at this chalbe atſuch time, as Chyiſt: 


loziaus manifeſtation; ok himſelke, is op- 
oled 02 ſet againlfe, that baſe condition of 


1: Marab, made them ſweet to the childzen n.35. 


uch heanineſſe and ſozrow?,But we muſt 
ppeareth agayne in his maieſty. Ahiche- 


C. iii. his, 
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his, which he was in here vpon the earth, 
in the light & judgement ol men. Foꝛ as he 
is nowe tn perfect glozy, euen in reſpect of 
bis humanity,although the wozlde neither 
lee it, noꝛ beleeue it: ſo when che day com⸗ 
meth, wherein the kather hath appointed 
by him to iudge the earth, he ſhall appeare 
moſt gloztous and excellent as he is, with 
millions of Angelles attending vpon him, 
Apoc. 20. 11. ſifting vppon his thꝛoue of maieſty, ſo as 
from his kace, the heauen and earth ſhal flye 
awap, and all the vngodly ofthe wozld ſhal 
Apoc.6.a6, kunne into caues, to hide them, c (hall cal 
fo2 mounteines to fall vpon them, d ſo (iki 
were poſſible) they mighte not come int 
his pꝛeſence, The apoſtle telleth vs, that 
at that time, we (hall lift vp our heads and 
reiopce. all teares being fox euer wiped aY* 
way from our eyes, becauſe after that we! 
ſhall neuer moze haue any occaſton ok ſo 
rowe. Fo2 ſo we be taught by Sanct Pau 
\ 7+ 11.12 in other places. That if wee dye wichen 
Chziſt we ſhall reigne with him, and if s 
ſuffer with him:we Hall reigne with him Pope 
if we be partakers with hin: of his ſhamt cauſt 
we ſhall alſo communicate with him in hippe 
nlo2y. Now this rea on ſhould be of greiimar 

foʒce wich vs. Nec fre naturall men, ve 


Apoc. 7.17. 
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well contented to endure ſome hardneſſe 
and papnes with the Sonnes of moztall 
men, that bee of honour and wealth, du⸗ 
ring thetime ol their mpnozmitpe,becauſe 
when they come to their landes, they hope 
foz ſome pꝛeferment from them, And to 
bee in greate ſtraightes in a ſkraunge 
Conntrye with the kinges ſonne, who 
woulde not be gladde foz a time ꝛeſpecial⸗ 
iye hauing certepnty ok their returne into 
their owne Lande, and vndoubted pꝛomiſe 
to be pꝛekerred then with the p2ince , Let 
bs therefoze reioice in the middeſt of all 
our tentations,when Jeſus Chyilt ſhall res 
ſkoze al things,and come agapn to declare 
his authozity in iudgeing all fleſh : al our 


Fame inco honour. The hope of a molte 
mer blelled and happye eſtate at that time, 


>, Merroubles, inſomuche as in reſpecte ok it, 
they ſhoulde ſeeme eaſy and nothing vnta 


eauſe as men hauing a good Pelmette 
1j{Fvppon their heades , doe not feele anye 


C.iiii. there: 


mourning ſhall be turned into toy, and our 
muſte make vs comfoztable in all oure 


vs, And this map bee the reaſon why Ephe 4. 
1 bope, is compared to an Helmet : be: ez. 


"Mmarce by verye greate blowes ginen 
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A comfortable treatiſe 


there: o the hope of eternall life , Chonlde 
cauſe vs not to fecle (as it were)the afflic« 
tions of this pꝛeſent. Ie ſee the huſband- 
man how he comfoztech him ſelfe in all his 
apnfull trauell about manuring, tilling, 
wing, and weeding his grounde, one⸗ 
ly wich the hope of recompence a good 
while after in the harueſt time. And the 


the heate in ſomner , his lying vppon the 


woundes,becauſe he hach an epe to the end 
of the battel, the victozp, the ſpoil, che pꝛaiſe 
of his capteyne, ę the return into his coun- 
try with honour. Now what is all che pelfe 
of this earth , beeing compared with the 
kingdome of God + what is the vit oꝛp a- 
gainſte men, in reſpect of the triumph a: 
gainſt ſinne and Sathan and what is the 
ſpoile ol tents, to the ritches ofheauen?and 
what is the pꝛayſe of men, to the commen: 
dation cf of the Lozde,ſaping vnto vs $ © 
good and faithful ſernant cuter into the top 
ok thy matter. ſeing therfoqe al theſe things 
Hall come rnto vs, if we paticntly ſuffer 
afflictions fox wel doing, there is good rea. 
ſon why we ould cmbzace che counſe!l of 

te 


ſouldier ſetteth light by the cold in winter. 
ground. his hunger, his groſſe diet, and his 
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the Apoſkle, and in our greateſt miſeries 
re:opce our ſelues in the hope of that glozp 
that in the woꝛlde to come ſhall be powzed 
vpon vs. Tt followeth. 

lf you be railed vppon in the name of 
Chrift, we. By h name of Chꝛiſt he vnder⸗ 
ſtandech the doctrine of Ch)it,as S.Panle 
in d ſame ſpeeog expoundeth the meaning 


of p holy gholt in another place , Where . rim 4. . 


name and doctrine bing mentioned, the 
latter is ſet downe, as the interpꝛetaian of 
the firſt. There is good reaſon of the (peach 
becauſe as the name of eucrp thing decla- 
reth what the thing is, lo the doctrine of 
Chziſt doth let foxh,and as it wert painte 
him aut vnto vs. 

Saint Peter here ſpeaketh of one parti. 
cular kinde of perſecution conſiſting in e⸗ 
uill and oppꝛobzious woꝛdes: whiche al- 
though wozldly men think no great matter 
ſo long as they pzoceede not to impꝛiſon · 
ment, fire and ſwoꝛde: pet the lpirit of God 
in this place giuech it no better title, a- 
greeing with ſaint Paul in his eviſtle to the 
Calathians: wheras it is apparãt in 5 hiſto - 
ty that Iſaack was but mocked of Iſwael. Ce. 
Itgerkoze thou wilt not be counted a pers 


ſecuter 


*O 88874 


cap. 2.33. 24 
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ſecuter ofthe church and ſeruants of God, 
looke. well to thy toung, that it ſpue fozth 
no taunting no2 repꝛochkull woꝛds againſt 
the pꝛokeſſoꝛs of the trueth: if thou doe, the 
ſentence againſt them is penned already, x 
chou art bzanded in the cheeke , with che 
note of a perſecuter. And how odious this 
thing is in the ſight of God, how flenderly 
ſoeuer thou account of it, may appeare in 
the hpſtozp that we reade of in the (econde 
booke of the Rings: Two and fozty little 
childzen were miraculouſly veſfroped with 
Beares, foꝛ mocking the Pꝛophet of God, 
& calling him baldhead: and thinkeſt thou 
to eſcape vengeance ik thou be a rayler v. 
pon the ſeruants of God * che extraozdina- 
rye puniſhment, after ſo ſtrange a manner, 
vpon pong childzen that might ſeeme to 
offend rather of wantonneſſe then vpon a: 
ny ſet purpoſe, declareth howe the Lozde 
miſliketh of the like dealings, by ſuch as be 
of riper peers, whoſe fault muſt needs be þ 
greter. The inftructtd is p2oſitable againſt 
the mockers at all times. N im the apoſtle 
ſeemeth to ſpeake of this kind of crolle, ra 
ther then any other, becaule it doth inlepe⸗ 

rably æ alwaies waite vpon che pꝛofeſſion 
of p golpel inſomuch as in p greteſt peace 
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te liberty of the church, it is not free from þ 5 
lame. Foz euen in thoſe kingdomes where 
the trueth is receiued by the pꝛince, g eſta⸗ 
bliſhed by lawes, ſo as open tirranie is re⸗ 
ſtrained, pet no man in any calling oꝛ cons 
ditiõ can walke vpꝛightly befoze the Lozd, 
but he offreth himſelfe to harde ſpeaches i 
checks, taunts, c repꝛoches. The pꝛactiſe of N 
our owne time pꝛoueth it, wherin peſtelent 
toungs of pꝛokeſled popiſh enttnies pow2e 1 
out their vennom, by giuing v ſound p2ofeſ 4 
ſoꝛs of religion q the lopall ſubiects to her | 
mateltie:y names of pꝛeſciſtans, puritans, 
hot of the ſpit it, familte of loue, æ diſobedi⸗ 
ent lubierts, confounding names, x multi⸗ 
plying their ſcoffes, not knowing þ good & 
© faithful pꝛoteſtants, are as farre from theſe 
Þ bereſies as thep are from truth oz honeſty : 
(ecingtherefoze it is a thing þ doth oꝛdina· 
rilp fall out, p holy ghoſt in this place pꝛo⸗ 
uideth wel koz our infirmitp,tn miniftring 
vnto vs ſo great comkoꝛt againſt the ſame, 
You are bleſſed (ſaith Peter) if pou be rap» 
led vpon fo2 the name of Chꝛiſt. accoꝛding 
to that ſpeach of our Lozd ; Bleſſed ſhall 

you be when men hate pou, and ſeparate Luk.s. 22.23. 
you,and rayle vpon pou, and put out pour 

ume gs euil, to; the lonne of mans lake. 
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man whole iudgement is cozrupe, ſeeth no 
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Retoyce and be glad in that day foꝛ behold 
great is pour-reward in heauen. A naturall 


bleſſednes in this condition: neicher can he 
poſl:blp conceiue, hom we ſh uld be happy 
tn the middeſt of the ſhame and repꝛoches 
which happen vnto vs, when we be mocked 
and tannted foz righteouſnes ſake. Map, he 
is of an opinion clean contrarp, imagining 
thole to be happie of whom all men ſpeake 
well, and therefoze he labozeth to keepe an 
euen hande, and to diſpleaſe neither (ide; 
whereas Chtlt ſapth , woe vnto you when 
all men ſpeake well of pou. Thus the natu⸗ 
rall man being led by his owne reaſon and 
ſenſe, pꝛonounteth them accurſed, whome 
the Loꝛd doth bleſſe, a them bleſſed,whom 
the Lozde doth curſe. But let ic ſaffize vs 
that he hath ſpoken it which is holy e true: 
let vs patiently wait fo2 the perfozmaunce 
of his p2omiſe. And ſeeing he ſaich, that we 
be happy, notwithſtanding all the railings 
and ſpeakings againſt of our enemies, let 
vs accoꝛding to the ſayin is of the.Apoltle, 
thzough honoure and dif 
good repoꝛt and eutll reps 
finiſh the wozke whereunto bt 
vs. It kolloweth, 


for the afflicted. 

For the ſpirite of glory and of God refteth 
yþon yon: Leſt the DE the ſhould ſeeme to 
afrirme any thing without good pꝛoof, here 
hre rendꝛeth a reaſon of that which hee had 
ſaide befoze: nawely , that it cannot other- 
wiſe he, but luch are happie that be railey 
vppon fo2 the name of Chyiſt , becauſe the 
(p:rit of glozy & of God refteth vpon them. 
His meaning is, that it is a moſt certeine 
cuidence and demonſtration, of the ſpirit of 
God(which is always accompanied w glo 
rp)dwelling withm vs, when we patiently 
indure perſecutions fo} the wows lake, 
zolde on our ſcincere notwith⸗ 
ſtanding all the mockings of our enemies. 
It may tome from fleſhe and blood, and the 
c02 of our nature, to pꝛetend 3eale 

the tructh in the libertie thereof2 but to 
continue in the ſfozmes and tempeſtes of 
if lictions, ſo as no hardnes can remooue 
s from the zeal, which atcoꝛding to know: 
ledge we beare vnto God, this mult needes 
be ſupernatu rall. vpꝛight, and no other but 
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Lozds, he canrot but acknowledge where» 
ſoeuer be finde it: and therefoze muſtneceſ- 
larily be glozious in his ſight , and — 

p 


1 
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the fruite of the ſpirite: which beeing the 
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% iin gly honozed in heauen bereafter , how Kod! 
vg ſoeuer fo2 the pꝛeſent time it appeare bilde that 
Mw, and odious in the eyes ol men. MNhereupd con 


w. l. ſaint Paul exhoꝛting the Phillipp ians, not to 
1 5 feare the ir aduerlaries which oppoſed the 


* ſelues againſt them,affirmeth conſtantly, we l 
Pp that perſecutions were manifeſt ſignes of |$92in 
ky the deſtruction ot the wicked from whome in 
oe they came, and moſt euident tokens,and as pf G 
Fe it were earneſt pence of þ ſaluation of ſuch ren l 
* againſt whome they were intended; agree-Mcozn 


8 ing with chat which is in his later epiſtle im d 
' cap. i. 3. to the T beſſalonians: where hauing ſpoken The 
i befoze of their ſufferings, he ſayth, that it in the 
* was a manifeſt declaratis of the iuſt tudge- 
; ment of God, to the end they might be coſ⸗ Paule 
1 ted woꝛthie ok his kingdome. The ſenſe of earn 
1 this place is the ſame with that going be⸗ 
10 foze, although the woꝛds ſeeme ſomwhat to 
differ. Let vs therfoze deſpiſe al p ſcoꝛns oltepꝛo 
p vngodly, ſet light by al the mockings of Bod 
d wicked:in our ſhame we be honozable, . 


bk in al confuſion ſuffered foꝛ a good cdſcienct tmp! 
6 1 we are glozious,foz the ſpirit of God @ of Þ''s ot 
9 4 gloꝛy reſteth vpon vs, & we ſhalbe ſaued if ay f 
ö we cõtinue to þ end. This ſpiritethe apoſtle {tans 


ſaith here) is blaſphemed on 5 behalfe of 
wicked, and gloziſied on the behalfe ol ch. 


br the afflicted, | 


xodly. The n'eaning of the firſt woꝛdes is, 
at the em mies of the Church, deride and 
cone the graces of God in his chüldzen, x 
hecefoze blaſpheme the ſpirit it ſelfe being 
he at:thour and fountaine of che ſame: as 
we lee deſpight offred to the gift of the 
pꝛince, ts woꝛthily deemed villanie to the 
2ince himſelfe. Me reade that the 3cale 
f God in our Sauiour Chꝛiſt was cermed ,, 


toꝛned on this wiſe : he truſted in God, let 
im deliver him row, if he will haue him, 
The grace of ſpeaking with diners toungs 4.7. 
n the / apoſtles, was chalenged of dꝛunken⸗ 
s with new wine: And Feſtus ſaid bnto 
Paule: thou art out of thy wittes, too much 48.46.14. 
carning hath made thee mad de. And in all 
imes of the afflictions of the Church, we 
hal ſee not only the p2ofeſſo28 taunted and 
epꝛoched, but alſo the gifts of the ſpirit of 
Bod in them mocked & gibed at: As their 
;t0wledge. their patience, their chaſſitie, 
emperance, truſt in God, and watchful« 
is ouer their toungs: In ſo much as we 
ay finde tir auts, that teſted at the Chz tc 
Hans, becauſe they woulde not ſweare 
hen there was no neceſſarie cauſe : 
Mell 
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enſie: and his faith repoſed in his father _ 
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Mell: they deale with one that is may 
then their match, e they ſhall one day feel 


by ſmart of it, ſich their trechery is againſte 
ih the holye Ghoſt enen God himlelfe, when 
2 they ſcozne his graces in the ſaints. where 
ba as it is ſaid in this place that the lame (pb, 
95 rice is glozificd on the behalfe ofthe god. 
bh ly.his meaning is,that we honour the ſpit 
* rite of God, when in all temptations we p 
1 continue to pꝛoleſſe that which it ſealeth in 
0 our hearts, and ti inke it ſufficient comfoyt 
% againſt all our troubles, that it teſfifieth co 


our hearts, we be the childzen of God, that 
* we may call vpon him as a father, and chat 
. we pleaſe him in all our ſi fferings To con 
, clude this verſe, let it not appeare ſtrangt 
1 vnto vs, that euill men deſpiſe the grace cf 
| God that is in vs. It we oloifte his ſpirit 

as we haue heard, we ſhal hereafter be glo⸗ 

rificd with him eternally in the heauens t 

70bn. 1. . nien as ctr Loꝛde by bis owne cxample 
bath taught vs to pꝛaye with comfozt: J 

haue glozifiedthee vpon the earth, now (d 

Father, glozifie me with thy ſelfe. It fol⸗ 

loweth. 6 10 

Let no man among you ſuffer 45 4 man- 

ſteier. or a thiefe,or an tuill doer, or a5 4 bu- 


feb ody. 
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ſbedy. Daning ſpoken befoze ofthe blefs 
ſednes of the Chꝛiſtians, that be troubled 
foz righteouſnes ſake: in this verſe the A- 
poſtle calleth vpon vs, to be ſocircumſpece 
and wary of all our doinges, that we coms« 
mit no euill fo) the which wee might iuſtly 
te puniſhed as malefactoꝛs. Ve rehearſech 
„ thice particular offences: the firſt two be 
plapne:the third which in engliſh we read a 
buſibody,(þ is, ſuch a one as curiouſly buſt- 
ich himſelf in ſuch matters as concern not 
bis calling, & neglecteth them that belong 
to bis duty) he learned thinke may as fit- 
h be interpreted, a man greedy of other 
mens goods. The other wozde malefactoz 
0 euill doer, map be vnderſtoode ofenerp 
offender whatſoeuer , as well thoſe” that 
tranſgrefſe the lawes of the firſt table in 
matters of Religion and the ſeruice of 
God, as thoſe that bzeake the commandes 
ments ol the ſecond table, in ſuch thinges 
as concerne our duty towarde men: lo that 
under theſe , Saint Peter compyehendeth 
all manner ofſinre and cozruption, hereſie 
ud idolatry which the wozd doth foꝛ bid g 


b Fat, as well as diſozdered behauiour of pen ,, 
e man toward another. _ e muſt 9 v bol chærtes. 
e 
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not foꝛ any Jdolatr p, herelp, ſchiſme, mur 


reſtrapned of our ubertp, caſt in pʒiſon, an 
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foze take heede , that as wee pꝛokeſſe the 
name and goſpel of Chziſt, ſo all our ſuffe 
rings may come fc2 the trneth of that, and 


ther,adultery,whozedome, theft, couetonſ 
neſſe, going beyond the bounds of our cal 
linges,02 any ſuch other thing. Foz if wee 
be cuill ſpoken of,bzoughte befo2e iudges 


put to death in theſe caſes, chere is na rea 
ſon why we ſhoulde reioyce of the matter, 
and think our ſclues happy therefoze. Ou 
maſler Chuſte ſpeaking to his diſciples of 
this point ſayd: bleſſed are pou, when they 
ſpeake al manner of euil of pou lping : fo; 
my lake: Ice ſaith not ſimp'pe bit ſſed are 
pou when they ſpeake all eui l ot you: but 
when they lye in ſo doing. And it is an ay 
cient ſaying of a Father: it is not the pt 
niſhment, but the goodneſſe ok the cauſ 
that waketh a Martyy. The papiſtes 
therefoze in teſpecte of God and his te 
church, Peritiques and Schiſmatiques:f 
in reſpect of their pꝛince and country high 
Traytoꝛs, haut no cauſe to boaſt them⸗ 
ſelues of any their ſufſcringts, es chovgh 
they were perſecuted fo; a 

akk: 


„fer ebe ufig. 


ſake: lich belides their hereſies and corrupt 
opinions concerning religion, ſoʒ ʒᷣ which 
they be woꝛthy of death, they beare treche⸗ 
rous and trapterous heaxtes to their ſoue⸗- 
rcigne pꝛince any country, which alla from 

al time to time hath bene faunde; out by their 

vnnatural and curſſed, attempts, The like 

is to bee ſapd of the falſe pꝛetented Fami⸗ 

ly of lone, al . doers : 
the vnciean perſon, che oppꝛeſſoꝛ, deceiuet, 
vſurer, dzunkard : the euill miniſter when 
he is cryed out againſt, and taunted bythe 
name of a hireling, a greedy dog that is ne 105. 10.22. 
ver ſatillied, a dumbe dog, a blinde guide,op "*56-+ 
an idle paſtoz3 cannot in trueth applye the 
comfozts to them here mentioned, ſich they 
be iultly repꝛoched and puniſhed. foz their 
line: which che Apoſtle doth. to bid vs in 
this place. And pet this is not ſo ſpoken, 
as though all men were to diſpapze of them 
elues, which bee any weie cozrected fo? 
their euill doings: no, we knowe what is Luk. 23.43, 
mitten ofthe thiefe , p was crucified with 
dur Lezde,and how he ſapd vnto him: this 
day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. E- 
len ſo aſſuredly whatſoever the offfces be, 
that we be euill (pokcu of fo2,02 otherwile 
2 D. ii. puni⸗ 
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puniſhed by impꝛiſonmẽt oz deth, yet we be 
happy & ſhal be ſavcd,ifgrace be giuen vs 
w the thtef, to repent, to hate our ſinne.& to £ 


i 2 4poca44z. beleue. Fox this is true ſoz ener: bleſſed are 
. p deade þdye in þ Lozd,in what ſoꝛt. on fo 
* what cauſe ſoeuer they dy. Therfoꝛe, p mi 
1255 p ſufferreth toꝛ Chziſtes ſake , is bleſſed in 
* reſpect ofthe goodnes of his tauſe: and he 
* that ſuffereth fo2 his ſinne, is bleſſed, ik the 
77 Lo2d by that puniſhment bꝛing him to re- 
Ky pentance.But let vs with all good conſci 
3 ence attend vpon this of the apoſtle; to hos 


me nuour our pzofeſſion and high calling with 
good like, and abſteining from evill . Me 
04 fee how it fareth with che faithful ſeruancs 
of God, though chey walke neuer ſo p2e- 
ſciſely, yet wicked men will eſpy ſomwhat 
7 6 to ſpeake euill, to take away their crowne 
125 of ſuffering fo2 well doing. Wow then ſhall 
all our honour iuſtly be turned into ſhemt, 
and lye in the duff, if we walke retchlellye 
and diſſolutcly : The exhoztation is very 
pꝛolitable foz our time, wherin great num 
bers torne the grace of God into wanton» iſ 
neſſe:and ther eſoꝛe altbough they pꝛoſeſſe iſ 
the goſpell e true religion of God, yet art 
wozthi'p repꝛoched foz their — i 
mY ro 
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and ſernice from vs, that there is no cauſe 
why we ſhoulde be aſhamed of the croſſes 
which we luffer in chat bchalfe, @ Paule 
he beleeued this, and therefoze in the mid, 
deſt of all the calamities that came vnto 
mus. him fog doing of his duty eoulde ſap with 
- confidence. J am not aſhamed. Foz J knows 

him wel inough in whom J have beleeued, 
and am fully perſuaded, that bee is able t 
kee pe that wyiche J haue committed vnto 
him againſt that day. Let vs be like min 
ded : and ſich Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath all power 
in heauen and earth, ſo as he is able to de⸗ 
fend vs krom the rage of our enemies here, 
and to keepe our ſaluation ſure from being 
hurt by any meanes, let vs neuer bluſh fy 
ariye thing that happeneth vnto vs fot 
bis ſake, Maturall men thinke that moſt 
vile and ignomintous, whiche in deede it 
25um.6.20. moſte glozious and beautifull , Aich 
thought it the greateſtdiſgrace that mightY 

be vnto Dauid, to abaſe himſelſe to daun 
befoze the Arke of God, gyꝛded with a lin 
n nen Ephod: But David thought no hong f 
like this, by humbling himlelfe, and being 
nilde in che ſight of others, to exalt and (2 ch 

bp the Lozd. Euen ſo, they which be * 

b ona 


fFortbe effi;fied. 


afe onely by ſenſe and reaſon, can ſee net ing 


when as in deede it is the moſt honourable 
thing vader heauen In ſo much as netther 


ger, ar ayde in line linnen, with a chaine of 
geld about his necke, aud let vpon the beſt 
Charret ofthe king laue one, and hononri⸗ 


at the kings com naundemeut moſt goꝛgi⸗ 
ouſly carried thozough the Citie vpon the 


him:thus ſh all it be done to the man whom 


the ſighte of their beholders, as the true 
Chiiſtians are in the eyes ot God, when in 
ful the iud gement ol man thep ſeeme co be co⸗ 

uered with molt confuſion and ſh mie. And 
in deede Cr anmer, when hee was bzoughte 
fozth,and as it were ſet vpon a ſtage, to bee 
niohYniocked at by all the peop'e, his Pall pul- 
aun led of, his haire cut by a Barber, his lin- 
q m gers endes leraped, an old gowne put vpon 
hong bis backe, and an olde cap vpon his head: 
being the admirall of Fraunce firſt mained with 
d (Fd hot, then mot trecheroully ſlayne in his 
urin chamber, alter tumbled out ok a windowe, 

on D. ili. his 


but confaſton ta the perlecutids of p ſaints, - 


Toſepb,hauing the kings ring vpon his fin: Gen. 41.42. 


bly ſaluted of al the people: noꝛ Mordecay, Heſter 6. 
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kings hoꝛſ. with this pꝛoclaimation befoze 


the king will honour ; were ſo gloztous in 


Gal . iy. 


uants of God in the ſcripturs, in reſpect of 


med, but alſo after a godly ſozt boaſteth o 
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his head cut of, bis coꝛps dꝛagged thong) 
the ſtreates in Paris, ę after hanged vpon d 
gallows by þ heels: in þ middeſt of al thel? 
were moze glozious then either Mordecay 
02 1 oſepb in all their pompe e maieſty. Jn 
ſomuch as theſe neuer vanted ſo much of þ 
one, as they no doubt did of che other. Euen 
as we ſinde na ſuch boaſting of any the ſer: 


their outward eſtate were it neuer ſo good: 
as we do of S. Paul fo2 his ſuſferings: ac. 
toꝛding to þ which is wzittt: frb hencefozth 
let no man put me tobuſines: fo2 J bear in 
my body the markes of) Lozd Jeſus. The 
impziſonments, bands, ſcourgings, ſtripes, 
ſtonings, e repꝛoches p he indured, he cal. 
lech the badges of the Lozd Jeſus, wherby 
he was known ta be highly in his fauo2,as 
a faichful ſeruant of whom he made a ſpect 
al account, æ therfoze ts not only not aſhi: 


the. Therkoꝛe let vs not think it any ſhame 
vnto vs,when'ocucr the Lo2de ſhall thinke 


it good to haue vs tried on this wiſe , | It 
followeth. 


But let bim glorific God in this behalf 
This is the ſecond thing: we muſt be gladF' it 


h 
a 
e 
y 
n 
} 
hi 
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of 


in deede this offereth moze matter of 


& or the affli fed, | 


of our perſecutids,+ thank God molt highs 
lp; if he vouchſafe this honoz vpon vs. Foz 
in deede this is an eſpeciall token, ᷣ he mas 
kech ſome reckoning of vs, when as he cal⸗ 
leth vs out, to vndergoe ſome hardnes fo 
his ſake. As we ſee the pꝛince ſo thinketch of 
thoſe men, whome he picketh fozth from a- 
mong the reſt, to ſend about (ome notable e 
moſt famous ex ;loite,whercunto many are 
not meete. This made the apoſtles to leape ,g ,,. 


{oz iop, becauſe they were counted wozthpe 
tu (uffer fo2 the name of Chyziſte,euen then 
when chey had beene. cruelly beaten: this 
ſtm red vp like affections in (ome of them 
after in pꝛilon: and this mooued S. Paule 
to wzighte to the Phillippians , that they 
ſhould eſteeme of their ſufferings, as of an 
tſpeci all bleſſing, oz mercy of the Loꝛde 


beſtowed vppon them: to pou (ſapth bee) pku 1.2. 


it is giueu foz Chꝛiſte, chat pou ſhoulde 
not onelp beleeut in bim, but alſo ſuffer foʒ 
his ſake, Nome wee haue to thanke God, 


nat onelp in reſpecte of the rewarde, that 


ſhall fallowe oure perſecutions, as wee 
haue harde: but eſpettallpe in reſpecte of 
the cauſe foꝛ the whiche wee ſuffer . And 


top, 
then 
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then the tongues ofmen and angells be as 
ble covtterz that, whereas the beft of Gods 
ſeruants foꝛ their lewdnes and euill, might 
Deut. ay. ac. {uſtly bedefamed , bꝛought befoze goers 
$or-6.23- nours, caſt in pꝛiſon and put to death, (ch 
who can denp this, ſeeiag-ecernall.damng: 
tion is due to euery one): The Loꝛd ſhould 
conceal and couer all cheſe;# in the meane 
time giue them duer, to be puniſhed foꝛ his 
ſake and foz well doing: and that puniſh⸗ 
ment to be recompenſed with ererna!l hap⸗ 
pineſle. Seing then we be bleſſed if we en. 
dure troubles fox righteouſnes ſake, and al 
manner of iudgements be due vnto vs fo} 
ſinne, let vs moſte heartily pꝛayſe God (ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the counſel ofthe Apoſtle) when 
ſoeuer by any means we bre cozrected io} 
well doing. It follow etch. 


| 1 „ "For the time is come wherein in{gement 
38's mut begin at Gods own bonſe. By the hoult 
1 of God is vnderſtood his church, x the peo 


1 ple that do rightly wozſhip him, and truely 
. j: call vpon his name: as we may learne by 
Heb.3-6- rhe firſt epiſtle of S. Paul to T. mot hie, and 
thit whiche is wiitten to the Hebrewes , 
The ſpceche teacheih: chat the Churche 
of God, ought in euerp thing to be ozvered 
J and 
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as it is equall and right that the houſe of 


be diſpoſed accozding to the direction of 
the owner and maſter. They which think 
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and gouerned by his lawes and ſtatutes: 


tach man, and al things ia the ſame, ſhauld 


02 pꝛactiſe otherwiſe.accuſe the almighty, 
either of want of (kill ,that he ſhoulde not | 
knowe what was beſt; 02 elſe of wante of „ 
care foʒ his people, in not deliuering thae | 
in his waꝛde, which he knewe malte expe- i 
dient and neccſNarp-co-be eſtabliſhed. But 1 
becauſe it is great blaſph emp, ance to ima. 4 
gine any ſuch thing: they ſhall on day ann 
were fo} their ſin, which turning al things 
vplide downe, commaund that ſoꝛ the dilci⸗ 
pline and oꝛder of Gods houſe, which he 
hath not giuen in charge oz elle fozbioden } - 
and neglect oz fozbid that, which he moſte 
excellently and in great wiſedome hach ſet 
downe and appointed. Mo pꝛince woulde 
thinke himſelfe well dealt wich, if any ſub⸗ 
iect 02 ſubiectes ſhould thus pꝛeſume to in⸗ 
uert the gouernment of his houle: and will 
earthly pꝛinces being ſubiectes to the al⸗ 
mighty God, and duſt and aſhes in his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, thinke to eſcape vnpuniſhed, ik they 
tommaund oꝛ ſuffer to be . 
| thing 
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thing fo2 the oꝛdering of the churche the 
bouſe of god, which he befoze hath not alow 
ed: The matter is of maze impoꝛtance then 
the moſt be ware 0+ all pzinces chat p20- 
feſſe the religion of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, had need 
to looke vnto it. If Aſoſes fo} the building 
ofthe Tabernacle of Þ Jewes, and fox the 
oꝛdering of enerye thing apperteining ca 
that firſt wazſhip ol God, had a patern and 
lawes ſhewed him by the Lozd, which bee 
muſt keep? hi:nſeife vnto, and fa; his fideli 
tie in that behalte hach his int commenda- 


5. tion: It is mecte that we thinke as magni⸗ 


ficentlpe ot the cynrche vnder the gaſpell, 
that nothing is left foz the deuiling of man, 
ſith Jeſus Chzilt as the ſonne ol Gad, was 
fapthfull in his fatyers hou'e by deftuering 
the oꝛders fo2 the gouerument of the ſame. 
Therefo1e let not the Loꝛdes remembyan- 
cers keep ſilence.noꝝ giue him any reſt, vn 
til he repaire the ruines of Hieruſalem. 
Pozeouer, this ſpeech teacheth what puri⸗ 
tye of doctriue and manners ought ta bee 
continually in che churche , and euerp pars 
ticuler member of it, Euen ſuch as becom 
meth the temple and houſe of God, and the 
place where the almig: p hath his relidfce, 
| and 


for the afflicted. 


and doth dwell. e ſee what care there is 
in the officers ok pzinces houſes, that no file 
ſhines be in avp cozner ofthe Court, to ok 
fead the pꝛince, oꝛ the nobles paſſing by: & 
foz this purpoſe there be wꝛitings ſec vp in 
tuery place. But ther is not the like regard 
ol the Lozds court, to keepe coꝛruption out 
ok his houſe, e ſee how the church is pe⸗ 
ſtered, with euil miniſters, with adulcerers, 
whoꝛemaſters, ſwe arers, pꝛophaners of the 
Sabbaoth, mockers of the woꝛde, and the 
meſſengers thercok, bſurers, deceiuers, xio⸗ 
tous & contentious perſons, Againſt whom 
there is very ſmall diſcipline. Although the 
Lode haue on euerp wall ſet vp is billes 
{ozbidding thele enoꝛmities, and commans 
ding they ſhold be thzuſt out of his church, 
as vnwoꝛthy of any place there, vntill they 
haue declared openly their true repentance 
Sec ing then the people that p2ofeſſe the 
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true religion of Chꝛiſte, be the church and 


houſe of God: it concerneth all thoſe to 
whom God hath cõmitted ÿ gouernment, to 
lee p it be kept from the pollution of linne: 
and each Chꝛiſtian muſt 1ooke to himſelfe, 


Nr 


The 


to poſſes his vellel in holines & hono2,as it, re. _ 
beconuneth the temple of the holy hoſt. 1. Cor. G. 19. 
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The apoſtle telleth vs here, chat the time 
was then tome, that the Loꝛd would begin 
to puniſh his moſt faythlul ſeruaunts ; and 
therefoze we niuft epther bee contented to 
endure afflictions, oz elſe not to be acconn⸗ 
ted of the houſholde and Churche of God. 
The Loꝛde in (his place is likened vnto a 
wiſe and carefull pzince, who although hee 
haue an cye to the diſozdersof the whole 
realm and kingdome, yet doth eſpecially re- 
ecard to cozrect þ offfces of his own famili, 
Even ſo Got: although in all ages he hath 
teſtified his diſplealure agapuſt ſinne in all 
kind of people and perſons: pet his roddes 
and ſcourges haue at all times beene ſo oc 
cupicd about the chaſtiſing of his churche; 
that in tompar iſon of it.he hath ſeemed to 
ſpare the reſt, and to neglect the tranſgre\- 
ſions ofthe heathen . Let vs conſider the 
temptations, of Abraham,1T acob,7oſeph,y 
Dauid. Pad not he moſt wicked of p time, 
greater eaſe and peace then tlep had in the 
nreateſt part of the irlife$ſurelp if we know 
their ſtoziee, we muſt confes ſo much. Am 
if we looke to the wol nation ol the Jews, 
firſt in Egy/t, and then after in the lande ol 
Canaan; we ſhall finde that che Lozde — 
E. niche 
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niſhed them alwayes firſt , and thatto,ſo 
ſharpip,asthe like vengeance and deſtruce 
tion lightened not vpon anp people, As it 
is mentioned in Daniel; And ag leremie c 1 
ſayth:I beginne to plague the City where ©p-25.2 9. 
my name is called vpd. The reaſon of this 
pꝛoceeding of the Lozde, is beſt knowne 
vnto himlelfe, it fuffilcth/vs/ fo2 this 
text to be perſwaded ofthis trueth, whiche 
we may vnderſtand by the re cozdes of the 
ſcriptures. Although it migbte bee bꝛielly 
ſapde, that hee hath an eſpeciall care ofthe 
laluation of his people, and there dꝛe punts 
ſheth them aboue and befoze the reſt, to re⸗ 
caime them from their ſinnes, that thep 
ſhoulde not bee damned with the wozlde , z.Cor.11.3e. 
1 © Dozcouer, becauſe his mercies towardes 
Ibis Churche, are beponde all compariſon As. 3.1. 
noe then vnto others: It is cquall and 
nighteous, that it offending, chould both be 
irſt puniſhed, and moꝛe ſeucrely then the 
teſt, But as this hath beene the oꝛdinary 
(curſe of the Loꝛde toward his Churche, 
rom the beginning: ſo was it eſpecially 
ws, Mitte of the time wherein the Apoſtle wꝛit, 
iter the mant feſtatton of the ſonne of God 
the fleſh. Foz both then, x cucr * 
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the L o2de was and continueth ſo ſhorpe 
them that truly woꝛſhip him, & be b 
to pleaſe ſ is maieſty, (in the meane ſeaſen 
ſeeming often times to ſpare the wicked 
and vngodly) that in the iudgment of fleſh 
and bloud, it was better with ſutche as ſayd 
vnto God: departe frem vs, we will none 
of thy lame, what is the almightte that we 
ſhould feare him then with thoſe that ſtood 
in awe of his tomn aundements, and lette | * 
naught by all the pleaſures, and toꝛmentes n 
of the we2lde, in compariſon of the fa 
noure of God, and keeping a good cons 
ſcience beefoꝛze him . Conſider the c 
ſtate of the Apoſtles , and p2ofeſſours 
in the Actes. The condition of the 
Church bath not amended any thing ſt: 
thence , but as the gloꝛye of it appꝛocheth 
neerer & neerer: ſo the warrfare of it vpon 
the earth hach increaſed ſharper & ſharper: 
The perſecutions,vnder the Romaine ems 
peroure, the Turkes, and laſt in the vſur'Y 
ped dominions of the PP3tefte of * 
doe ſufficientlye pꝛooue the truethe of 
this matter. Let vs remember what 
bardneſſe , Cranmer , Latimer, Ridley, 
Hooper , Bradforde, and the reſte, indu⸗ 
red 
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red ol late yeares with in our owne realm, 
when as it was peaceable and quiet, with 
all the wicked ot the lande. And how hath 
it gone mote lately with the true Ch iſti⸗ 
ans, and fapthfull ſeruants of God in our 
neighbour countries of Flanders, France, 
and Spapue, as the ir ſtozies doe witneſſez 
when as in the meane time, bꝛothels, wits 
ches, adulterers, inceſtuous perſons, mur⸗ 
tberers, blaſphemers, ruffians, and abho- 
minable T'dolaters were vntcuched, And 
was there euer ſuche a iudgement under 
heauen, as after that marriage at 7. 
riſe ſel vpon thoſe zealoule and ſincere pꝛo⸗ 
{ſours cf the trueth: S. Paul therefoze 
ſapth truelp, ol all faithful Chꝛiſtians, that 
che hope of the like to come were taken a⸗ 
wap, ok al other men, they were moſt miſe⸗ 
table. Ik in this life onely we beleeued in 1. Cor. 13.4. 
Chziſt, we were (ſapth he) moſte wietched 
of all others. Neither ſpake he this, with⸗ 
out good matter to lead him vnto it. Fox 
whereas the wicked, liue peaceablie in 
the woꝛlde ( becauſe the wozlde leneth it 
owne) be free from aduerſitp, and in their 
hoſperity reiopce them ſclues:the faithful 
[ruants of God bee alwapes hated and 
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- Eternall in che heauens « Thereſoꝛe let vs 
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perſecuted ene woye oz other: they no ſoo⸗ 
ner trrade awyp, but the L 02d calleth them 
agayne into the way, with ſome ſcourge, 9 
in the middeſt of their greateft peace, they 
be humbled with inward temptations,[0- 
row fo? ſinnes paſt,griefe fo pꝛeſent and 
daply falles, doubtes & terroꝛs, ſo as they 
alwayes woozke cut their ſalvation with 
feare & trembling. Inſomuch as indeed the 
Moſt wicked were in better caſe then they, 
te theirfapth,hope, c good conſcience, had 
no other recom penſe but in this life, But 
the life co come is their cemfoꝛte, becault 
they know , that ik che tabcrnacle of this 
earthly houle,be put off and diſſolued, they 
hall haue a building giuen them of God, 
that is an houle not made with handes, bur 


not be diſcemkfozted in oure troubles, as 
though fo2 them wee mighte conclude wet 
were fozlaken of the Loꝛde, and did not be 
long vnco him. e ſee 7 the apoſtle tel 
leth vs, that iudgement beginnech at his 
owne houſe. It followeth. 

If it beginne firſt with vs, wbat ;ballb 
the end of them tbat obey not * Goſpell of 


God. Wie haue heard betoje of the 1 het 
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bleſome eſtate of Gods Church & people 
bpon the earth, and how the Lozde ſeemeth 
to fauo? the wicked, becauſe foz a time they 
floziſh,and be ſpared in their ſinnes, Now, 
leaſt che fapthtull ſhoulde be deceived with 
the pꝛoſperity ofthe wicked, and imagine 
that the Loꝛd would euer beare with them 
in their naughtineſſe: bere the apoſtle tel⸗ 
leth vs, that they likewiſe muſt haue their 
tour ſe, and that neceſlarily there muſt be a 
time wherein they (hall be plagued , Foz 
thus doth he reaſon from the leſſe vnto the 
greater: If God cozrect them that imbzace 
his golpell, and be careful to doe him kaich⸗ 
full ſeruice, ił he begin firſt co ſcourge ſuchs 
is it poſſible that they ſhould eſcape moſte 
fearefull vengeance , which be lwoꝛzne ene- 
mies to his mateſty : ſuperſtitious , idola⸗ 
trous, ignozant,and diſobedient to his wilt 
The time certeinly will come (God being 
uſt) when they ſhall bee rewarded ſeuen⸗ 
lolde into their boſoms, Therefoze let not 
wicked men pꝛeſume vpon their ſafecy, bes 
cauſe they be ſpared fo2 a time: & let them 
hot inſult vppon the Servauntes of God, 
becauſe they are afflicted and keptvnder, 

when themlelues, enioy the deſire of their 
4 E. ii. harts 
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beartes , and often times be the Lo2des 
roddes, whereby he whipperh his choſcn, 
Foz when the Loꝛde hath wozne them to 
the ſtumps, aboute the backes of his chil⸗ 
dzen, to their greate good, then mulle 
themſelues be thzowne into the fire of 
deſtruction , becauſe the Lozde hath no 
moze vſe of them. This did //#i«b the pꝛo⸗ 
phet pꝛopheſp to the comfozt of the church 
in his time: when ſayth he, che Lozd hath 
acompliſhed all his wozke vppon Pount 
Sion and lerwſ«lemyhe will viſite the fruite 
of the pꝛoud heart of the king of Aſ-»r.As 
though he ſhould haue ſayd: although God 
fo2 a time, giue vp his church: to be chaſti 
ſed by the king of Aſiri« a wicked man, 
ſo as he may ſeeme to haue caſt of his owne 
people fog euer, and to haue taken the 
pꝛoude and irreligious Aſſirians in their 
ſtcad, Det the time will come, when they 
all bee reſtozed co their beautpe , andthe 
wicked king with his people bzoughte to 
confuſton and ruine: Euen when the Lon 
bath by them,accompliſþed that coꝛrec 
on ofhis Church, which hee bath deten 
ned. Accoꝛding to that which he ſapth in 
nother place: Woe to thee (hat ſpoplel 


and | 
peopl 
Wen 


for the afBted, 


and walk not ſpopled: and doeff wicked - u 21 
lpe, and ch 


emy, which 
gaynſte the Babilontant, al. 


beene with th 70. peares : | 
II beginne Cytye (lapthe i 
p name is called vp - 


20.1 goe ſtee ? Pon 
Quit, 


Aid yowe truelpe thele Þ 
Agaonſte the Aſſirtans, and 
as were accomp iſhe 
il thoſe that re ide 
tie oloe Teffament. 
pole mighee bee alleadged , that whiche u.. 
God long bekoze tolde Abrabam, cons 
terning tye bondage of Tlrael in Egypt, 
weir w3nercull deltuerance from thence, 
ind the deſtruction of 24740 and his 
eople. SI it came to paſſe wich Saale, . 11.4. 
wen hee had a long time alflitted Danid: 
E. it. with 
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„As: with Haman when hee had obtepned that f 
vread the murdering decree ag inſt the Jewes, and i 
chapters. with Artioc has the tpzants,when fo2 a time 
„ thep had blalphemed the God ofheauen,s: 
uerthꝛowen his true wozſhippe, and killed 
his people. Saule ſlewe himſeſfe: Hamas q 
his childꝛen were hanged vpd the gallows, 
that he had ſec vp ſoꝛ Aordecai:the firſt An. 
tioc hus dped in great vexatid of his miud, 
the later ſo eaten with maozmes, that his 
moſt familiar friends coulde not abide him 
foꝛ ſtinke. 
Df Henrie the ſecond the father, x Charle: 
the ninth the ſonne, kings of Fraunce: the 
firſt when he had cauſed much blood to bee 
ted, and lately befoze had ſaide, that him 
ſeife would ſee che burning of a noble Þ20- 
teſtãt called Anduburge;had one of his own 
162 eyes firſt, put out by Moantgomerie, alter: 
ago womerfull-manner, running with him at 
1 55 Juſting in ſpozt, and dped in great weart 
7 neſſe of his lite by reaſon of his paine, the 
tenth of Auguſt. 1 5 59. The other the (on, 
when hee had bought to paſſe that mol 
ſtrange maſſachze tmmediatiy after the ma 
riage of his Siſter with che king of N 


uarre, any had ſucked much blood of 955 lam 
it 


7 - Hutten. 2 
ſcrnants afterwardes , dyed himſelfe moſt 
miſerably þ 30.0* Maie, i 574. It ts witer 
o him in p french hiſtozies, that he was lick 
of a bloody flixe, and repozted fo) à trueth. 
that blood ylſued from divers partes ok his 
body wier there were other natural pllues, 
ſo as toſſing an? tumbling himſelke in his 
bed mott fearefully: hozrivly cinffing.and 
blaſpheming the name of God, euen vntill 
his laſt gaſpe, which alfa he had vſed to doe 
from yis childehood, he ſo ended his wets 
che>life , being at length filled with blood 
which he had befo)e inlattably chirlted al. 
ter. Ok che Cardinall of Loreine a chiele 
pꝛaceiſer ofmiſchiefe again Gods church 
who as the ſtozies witneſſe of him. dyed in 
a frenſte , and when the pꝛieſte bzoughte 
pple to annopnt hinrafter their popiſhe oꝛ 
det, he thꝛuſt his hand into the diſhe, and all 
robe ſineared the face of the p)iett wich it. 
20 he dpedat Avinedn.1'5 74. Che like 
might be ſaid of Herode, Stephen Gardiner 
in Englãd, x others. Such fertul ends c une 

co divers bloody perſecuters , as our owne 
ma countriman M. Fox repozteth, And aſſure 
your lelues(D al you wicked of þ earth,) þ 
ane poxeid abiverh fo; you. ik you turn not 


CE. iii. to 
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to the Lozd.Go to therfoze mock on, at the 
ſaints of God, ſet pour ſelues againſt hi: 
eructh, perſecute his ſeruants,and pꝛoceed 
in all miſchicfe, and flatter pour ſelues be, 
cauſe God ſtapeth to puniſh, & the wozlbe 
ſmileth vpon pou:doubt pou not but the day 
will come when pou ſhall pap full dearely 
fo2 it. and we that ſaffer,o2 ſhall ſuffer any 
thing at the handes ofthe vngodlp , let vs 
not be offended at our ſuflerings, and their 
\.7he\; 1.6.7, P20ſperitp:; Fo} it ſhal bea righteous thing 
with God, to recompence t:ouble to thoſe 
that trouble vs, and to our ſelues reſt, if not 
in this woꝛld. yet at the leaſt, when » Lon 
Jeſus ſhall again ſhew him ſelfe from hes 
«Tbeſ:.s. - en with his mighty Angelles, Andleeing 
the apoſtle (apth bere, that it muſt needes 
goe hard with them, that obey not the gol: 
pell, let vs not content our ſelues, with a 
bare and naked pꝛoleſſion of che trueth: 
but whacloeuer ts taught,and we know, let 
vs take heede, that we be obedient thereun- 
to. It falloweth, 

And if the righteous be ſcarcely ſauti, 
where $ ball 7 be vngadlye and ſiune r 4 - 
peare? By the righteous hee vnderſtan: 
dcth, uche as bee ſtudious of righteos 

nelle 


S © = 4 I, e 2 


Peõèevr the efflitted, | 
neſſe, and bee carefull to pleaſe God, 
— they bee not free from all 
ane 


And by ſingers hee meauech not all 
manner of offendoures, but (ache as 


woozde is vcd in other places of the 
D©cripture .. Nowe the parpo'e of che 
Apoltle iu chis ſentence, is the ſame with 
that inthe ende ofthe laſte Uerſe: Hee 
canlidentlye affirmith, that the wicked 
muſte needes bee tudged with extreame 
ſeueritpe, ſithe tze hande of God is often 
times heaupe vppon them that feare him, 
This hardnes toz » righteous mult not be 
vndertood, of the laſt iudge ment, as ſome 
would haue it. as thengh they ſh ld not 
there acquite them lues without great 
ifficulty, and be ſaued without much ado. 
Noe, we ſee what ſaint Paul mꝛiteth tou- 


= ECB. 


un ching this matter: Who (ſaych he) ſhall Kon. 3.34 


lay any thing to the charge of Gods cho⸗ 
len: ic is God that iuſtiſieth who ill con- 
demue ? it is Chʒiſte which is deade , pea 
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light in wickedneſſe: accozding as this ich. 5. 4. 


02 rather whiche is riſen agapne, who 2 
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alſo at the right handof God, and maketh 
requeſtes alſo foz vs. The ſumme of his 
ſpeech is, that there all be none to accuſe, 
oꝛ to pꝛonounce ſentence againſt any of the 
elect of God, and therefoze their piflage 
into gloʒy at that time ſh all be moſte'eaſte. 
Mhereupon our ſautour Chziſte willeth 
vs, that we looke vp, and lift vp our heads 
fo? top, whenſoeuer there appeare any to⸗ 


kens ofthe appꝛoching ol that day. TAhich 


there were no great cauſe that we ſhoulde 
doe, i ſuch hardneſſe were then to be endu 
red as ſome hau? imagined. And howe 
ſhould the ſaying of the ſonne of God bee 
true + bleſſed hee the deade that dye in the 
Lo2de,and they reſt from their labours: if 
newe labours were to be taken in hand at 
the laſt iudgement. This difficulty there: 
foze is to be vnderſfoode ok this life,acco}; 
ding alſo as the verb (be ſaued) in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent tenſe doth euidently ſhewe : So as the 
Apoſtle his — that the eſtate of 
the godly is ſo troubleſome vpon the earth, 
that they enter not into the kingdome ol 
reſt & gloꝛp, except firſt in the wozlde,they 
baue gone thozough infinite daungers,an? 
eſcaped as it were a thouſand deathes, E⸗ 

uen 


— — 


Jr Toe afliicred, 

nen as the Apoſtles pꝛeached whereſoeuer 

they came, exhoꝛzting the diſciples to conti⸗ 

nue in the fapth, affi:ming that they muſt 

thozongh many affliccions enter into the 

kingdome of God: and as Daxid lapthe: p,, .. 

Greate are the croubles of the righteous : 

ano as B. Paul ſetteth it downe fo2 a pꝛin⸗ 

ciple vato Timo; bie: that all ſuche as will rim. 32 

live godly in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer per⸗ 

ſecution. The trueth ofthis we haue heard 

befoꝛe: and each man which knoweth any 

thing ot himlelfe , and the Church of God 

as hee ought to know?) doeth vnderſtande 

and beleeue it. Nawe this becing pꝛoued 

true by continual experience:can the Loꝛd 

be iult, thus to chaſtiſe and keepe in heaui⸗ ; 

neſle his taythlul ſeruants ꝛexcept in time, | 
molt fearetull vengeance light vppon the | 
ſinners: ſhal not the iudge ok all the world . 
doe right $ Yes verily. Foz this doth cer 
teinely pꝛeach vnto vs, and c:yeth as lowd 

in our ears as al the teachers in the wozld, 

that there ſhall bee a iudgement, when all .. 10 
things ſhal be brought in good oꝛder: when 7.5. 
the godly ſhal ceaſe from all their ſozrowe, 

and the wicked ſhall dzinke the full cup of 

Gods wath, Thereloze as Jeſus 1 
ayde 
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2 


£ - 0-6 * * — 
fete 


„ SE 


+43. 
+ <#. 


— 


«SF 


8 


* - 
- - 
- 


if 
* 
+ 


* 
— 
1 
. 
2 


. 
| - 2 = 
04 
* -- 
af REY 1 "of - 


— 
AM 
— . 
a *. ; 1 
27 
- 2 


A comfortable treatiſe 


aide of himſelfe, ſo may it be ſpoken of all 

the childꝛen of Gov fox euer:ifthep do theſe 

things to a green tree that is fruitful, what 

{haibe done to the dꝛie and barren $ And if 

toe righteous be not ſaued but thzougy fs 

many affiictions : howe miierable muſte 

the condition of the ſinner be? Jif Abraban 

reſted not in peace, til he had a great while 

wandꝛed as a ſtranger from place to place, 

Gen 1.1017 Was pinched with famine, dziuen to denie 

his wife,to ſtriue fo} water, and commaun- 

deo to be a butcher of that ſonne in whome 

the hope of bis ſaluation reſted : Ik Tacob 

Cen. ay. ic. x ended not his pilgrimage to paſſe into gle: 

34... rp, till firſt hee was conſtrained co flee fo} 

feare of his owne byother : to lpe all night 

— the bzoade ſlelde with a tone vnder his 

"3.2% head ſoꝛ a pillowe: to ſerne ſeuen peres fo} 

one wife, & ſeuen fo; another, under an bn. 

ctuill and barbarous vncle x to abide mani. 

fold ſtirres & diſcoꝛds in his houſe between . 

his wines : to bee checked by Labans chil-N 

d2en: to be decctued by their father: to haut 

©... bis one daughter rauiſhed: his ſonnes S-M 

e eon and Lexie, to commit moſt hozribleſ 
%, murther : to haut one of his wines abuſed 

by his owne ſonne: his dearling /e 

cozne 


for the aff lifted, 


teꝛne in pie ces of wilde beaſtes as he was ven. 35-19 & 
bzought to beleeue: and in his olbe age tod 
be vexed with hungre. D Lord, what ſhal Cn. 4. . 
be the ende of the vngodlp 4 Il the Pꝛo⸗ 
phets in their time: If Jeſus Chyiſt him. 
ſef the Loꝛd of glozy: & his holy Apoſtles, 
indured the t iſpleaſure of pꝛinces, impate 
ſonments in mperie dungeons, buffctings, 
whippings, ſcoꝛnings ſawing afunder;cru- 
cifping,ſtonfng and beheading, befoze they 
were glozifieds O howe miſerable ſhall the 1.38. 
poꝛtion be of the ſinner ? It ihe moſt famous 
vitneſles of Jeſus Chziſte , Hierome of 
rege, Jobn Huſſe, VVickliffe, Cran-= | 
Joer, Latimer, Hooper, Ridley , Philpot. | 
1 
| 


8radforde , the Sbatillion of Fraunce. Bu- 
ter, Paulus Fogins and the reſt, entered not 
into heaven till they were firſte impulo⸗ | 
red, mocked, dꝛagged through the ſtreates, 
toꝛched, and their fle ſhe with fire conſe 
ved vnto alſhes: Ii che laſt two, coulde 
not bee glojified in their bodies, till firſt 
thep were taken vp beeing dead, and their 

doneg burnt: If ſo ſtraunge a kinde of ma⸗ | 
acle was Cuthbearde Simpſons Ladder, 
ue heauen $ Js anp tong able to cxp2eſſe, nase. 


0} 


without all blame hefoze men: c2 foꝛ a time 
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02 any heart able to concetue, the heighty 
depth of the miſtries pꝛepared for the wis 
ked,and all the enemies of the Church 2 al 
though for a time in this wozlde, they pps 
ſper and haue peace. If ſuch as haue hue 


bauing gone out of the wap, doe after wan 

vnfeynedly repeut, and become as zealous 

in Gods matters, as they haue bin toꝛ wan 

in coꝛrupti a and declare as great a det: 

ſtation of nia „ines in themſelues ande 

thers, as euer they ſhewed liking of the 

ſame: pet fo} all that, in this life indure ep 

treeme pouertie, as did Lazarus: be plum 

ged inthe gulſe of all cutward miſeries as 

was Job, who ſcraped the filth from his bo 
die with a potſherd , and was tuen loathe? 
of his owne wife: be pꝛelled wich ſuch ago 
nies of the ſoule,as no tongue can btter,as 
was that vb, Pauid and others: inſomuth 
as they retu ſe all cemfozt of meate , ſpende 
many nightes withont ſlecpe, flee the com: 
panie oimen , feare every thing that they 
ſee:theearth leſt it ſhould take them down 
quicke, the heauens left they ſhould fall, am 
cruſhe them to pieces, and all creatures, bei 
catiſe they ice nothing but hozroꝛ in them. 
Poze⸗ 


for the aff lifted, 


Mozeouer be troubled with ſtraunge viſt: 
ons and vzeames, bee bzought merueilous 
low in their bodſes, their bones weakened, 
their fleſhe conſumed, and their eyes ſunke 
in their head: that when it is evening, thep 
{ay,would God it were mozning,and when 


eucning. And that which is the depth of all 
miſerie , haue their ſinnes(committed bp 
them ſince they had any vudefſtanding) at 
one time bzought to their remembꝛance, & 
ali comfozt concerning hope of remiſſion ſo 
taken away (becauſe they can ſee nothing 
in God but an angrie tudge)that in the end 
they bzeake out into theſe moſt lamentable 
ſpeeches: woe is me pooꝛe caytile that euer 
J was bozn: curſſed be the houre wherein 
J was conceiued, and the dap wherein J 
lrſt faw the ſunne: O that God had made 
me a Serpente to licke che duſte vpon the 


o ſhuld mp miſery haue ended at mp death. 
But now alaſſe J know it ſhal be mine en⸗ 
tance tnto eternall paines, hell is my poꝛ⸗ 
ion, and there J muff remaine fo2 euer: J 
mmoſt ſure of it. Comloꝛt pou not me (my 
nendg ) iht pꝛomiles of God belong to pou 
and 


it is moꝛning, they ſap, would God it were 


Iob. y. 


lurch. oz a toade to creepe vpon the ground: 
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and to his elect : there is no mercie fo2 me; 
T have ſo grieuouflp offended: J feele my 
ſelfe de ſtitute of all markes of Gods childe: 
and J was a rep2obate from belce the be- 
ginning. If foz a time ſuche bee thus caſt 
bowne, c peraduenture thꝛowne into gt 
ter mileries then any ok theſe rcherſed, that 
no comfoꝛts be able to rayſe vp their tyꝛed 
ſoules, but eyther yet waſtling wich ſathan 
and diſpairg, o2 eis oucrcome by them, bet 
pꝛeſſed out of al meaſure: And notwithſkan, 
ding all theſe,recoucr afterwards,# caſting 
awap all hc2rcz,doubting and ſlauiſh ſeare, 
by their fapth mounte abone the heauens, 
where they ſee their Sauiour whome their 
ſoule hath longed atter, ſitting at the right 
hand of God: ſo as they bewaple their fop 
mer vnbeliefe, lament thoſe ſpceches ol dil 
paire, be thꝛoughly perſwaded of the remil⸗ 
ſton of all their ſinnes, haue ccrterne hope 
of eternoll liſe, & become ſo comfoꝛtable in 
Gods p;omiles, that by his grace they bee 
able to rapſe vp ſuch as doubt and feate: 
finally leaue behinde them vndortcd pzoofs 
of the elect of God, that to all ſuch as haut 
judgement ond bnderſtanding, they appear 


plainelp to haue bin ſealcd vp vnto * 


For the affliffed, 


r lire from the beginning ? Can it otherwiſe 
4 be. but that there are vn{peakable tozments 


after chis like, appointed to ſuch as make a 
ſpoꝛt of ſinne, neuer turne to God, and dye 
without repentantaunce: although in this 
woꝛld they abound with all health,wealch; 
and pꝛoſperitie? let vs thereloze reiopce 
in all our afflicttons, wherein we take part 
with all the ſeruauntes of God: and let vs 
not be offended at the pꝛolperity of the vn. 
godly : the time will come when wee ſhall 
have comfozte,q when they ſhalbe tozmens 
ted: Fo ſo dath it ſtande with the trueth e 
uſtice of God, accomiug to that which .- 
braham lapd to the rich man in hell: ſonne 
remember that thou in thy lyfe time recep» 
edſt thy pleaſures, and likewiſe Lax ru: 
paines: now therefaze is he comfogted, & 
chou art toʒmented. It follo wet t. 

Therefore let them that ſaffer according 
the wil of God:commit their ſoules to bing 
in wel doing, at 'vnto « faithful Creator. 


tie : as thoughe hee ſhoulde haue ſayde an 
his wiſe: ith the afflicting ol the churche 
g no newe thing, ſich it is a meane to tryg 


he good fromthe bad. and tu make chem 
better 
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better, in whome there is (by the grace 
God ) ſome goodnes:ſith in all ſufferings it 
is a partaker wich Jeſus Chziſt, ę ſhall te 
topce with him, when he appeareth again 
in gloꝛp: ſich we be happy when we be ra 
led vpon in the name Chꝛiſte, becaule the 
wiztte of Gad g of glozp reſtech vpon vg; 
ſith we ſuffer not as euill doers, but as chi 
ſtians, lo haue no cauſe to bee aſhamed: 
lith the time ia nom, wherein the Lozd wil 
fcourge his owne houſe: and hereafter wil 
moſt ſeuerely pꝛoceede agaynſt the wicked 
although he ſparc them fo2 a time: Let bt 
tontinue ia well doing, and committe our 
{clues to him, that is faithfull., and able 
tq keepe that,whiche wee truſt him with, 
There is pet another cdfozt foꝛ vs in this 
verſe, that we heard not befoze; and that is 
where he telleth vs, that we be not afflicted 
vy the will and pleaſure o men, but ovelyt 
at the pleaſure ⁊ appointment ot che Lond. 
To pꝛotie this point of doctrine, I ſhall not 
ted to labout mach:ihe truthe of it ſhould 
ſdone be granted, if we knew what we ſard 
in this conteſſien: I beletue in God the fas 
ther almighty maker of heeuen and carth. 
Foz what is chis elſe, but to aſcribe ſuch A 


© forthe afflicted; * 
ce A ſouereigne power vnto God, that nothing 
guts done no? can be done, in heatien,carth.op 
re bell, but that onely which he determinech e 
appointeth? The diuel him'elfe coulde not 
ſurre one foote fogward,tohure Lob in his 106. 1. 12. & 
rattel,childzen;02 himlelfe , till the Lowe ide 12 
from heauen had firſt ſapd, goe: Nay the le- 
gion of Deuils, coulde not touch one of the 
Gadarenes ſwine, til the Lozde Teſts hav 
firſt given them licence. And chal we chink 
char mozrall men, (whole malite againſte 
the hurch is not fo deadly, nv) their powet 
ſo gttat) tan ſo much as life bp a finger to 
pol a hair kr che faces of anp of Govgehib | 
hen, till flirt rhe Lozd haue taken ozderfoz R 
he matter ꝛ wee be deceived, & grentlp de: 
togate from che mateſty ofthe almighty,if 
we once imagine any luch ching. Theres 
pon Nabucedonizer in the middeſt of all 
his malice to the Jews the church of God, 
is termed the Loꝛdes leruaunt: becauſe in 107.25. . 
dtede as an hangman oz exc cutioner, he did 
nothing elſe, but that which hee had deter⸗ 
mined, Although the ſinne of the king was 
inthis behalfe great , becauſe his purpoſe 
vas not to doe the will ofthe Loꝛd, but to 
latiltie his owne pzoude and cruell affetti · 
a F. ii. ons 
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Luk.16.35- nus. So is A ſtux(h king of Aſſiria)called 
the rod of God. And to this purpoſe it is 
ſaid inthe acts, that Poxcius Pilate and the 
Jewes,in condemning and ctucifying the 

ſonne ot God, did that which the father be 
loze had appointed. Inſomuch as it may 
be truely coucluded, that the deuill and all 
the wicked of the earth, in their extreameſt 
rage againſt the ſaints. do nothing elſe but 
the will of God, although they know it not, 
neither do it to any ſuch intẽt ſich they who 
iy oppoſe themlelues againſt his maieſty. 
And pet the Lozde muſt not be charged to 
be the autho? of euill;fo2 the ſelf ſame fact, 
' A mean the troubling of the church, in 4 
ſpect ol God, and his purpoſe therein, u 
holp, gloꝛious, righteous, full of merty, am 
to the great good ol bis ſeruaunts: which 
neuertheleſſe in reſpect ofthe inſtruments 
by whome God wozketh it, is wicked, vn 
iuſt, full of cruelty, and intended to the hurt 
of his childzen . But inaugh of this com 
mon place, that the enemies ofthe fapthful, 
be nothing els, but the Loꝛds rods ap ne 
with he exerciſeth his people: and that of 
themſelues they can do no moꝛe, then a rod 
02 a whippe out Nn hand ok the _ 
owe 


| tek. 13.48 
A4. 5. 56 o. the de ſtruction of their bodics, committed 


thetr ſpirites into che h andes of God: Jn 
whom 
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berauſe it commeth 7 erer Thus 
much n polkle: Lor ſoma 
ny ar bet af fliffed according to Fen the wil 7 
God. Ct. 

His toncluſton is, that in all well doing 
we commende our foules vnto God, that 
bath made them + Fox, as wee haue be 
foze in the time of our peate, declared ſome 
rare okplealing God, and doing his willi 
is it dur dueties to continue in our afflictt 
ons, and not fo) them, to take any libertit 
to doe eulll. And cherefoze wee muff not 
murmure againſt the Lozde, as though he 
dealte hardly with vs: wee muſte not bet 


tainthearted to dente his trueth: we mnlte 


not be bitter to our enemies in tur ſſing of 
them, and rewarding them as ede 
with vs: but with all patience, meekenelle, 


gentlenes, courage, loꝛgiuing of our aduet 


laties, and pzaping fo2 them: conlkant!y to 
endure whatſoever the Lode will trie vs 
with, actoꝛding to the pꝛecepts cf the ſcrip 
tures, & the example of Da«id, Chirſthim: 
ſelfe,Stepben, and the reſt of the holy mar- 
tyds, which bleſſed their — in 


tnhome they beleeued, that he was faithful, ;- 7 
& able to keepe (afe. whatſocuer was com. ass. 
mended vnto him: who'e ſteppes if we doe | 
follow, accopving to the doctrine of the as 
poſtle in this pl ice: then, although our bos 

dies he turned into duſt, whfce they came, Eccle.12.9. 
beeing racked by Tyꝛants, caſt in pꝛiſon, 

burnt, ang che aſhes thꝛowne into riuers: 

pet unto oure ſoules they (all offer no 
violence, but dceing committed into the 

handes of the Lozde, ſhall returne to 
him that gaue them, till the daye come 
when all our enempes ſhall bee troaden 7c. . 
under oure. feete ; when the earthe and 

Dea, rendering theire deade, bodye and 

Goule ſhall meete together , to bee crow» 
ned in token of victozye, , and with all 
the holpe Angelles to take full poſſeſſi- 

on of chat glozious and innnoꝛtall king: 

dome, which nowe we hope foz, Where apoc.: 4.4. 
we ſhall. followe the Lambe wherloeuer 

he goeth, and ling pꝛayſes to him that hath 

redeemed vs koz euer. Mhiche dapes 
the Lozde haſten, chat wee may be pare 
takers ol that happineſſe, euen fo2 Jeſus 
Chiilt his ſake, to whom with p Father x 
the halp gholt, chꝛee perſons & one true and 
F.iiii. tuer⸗ 
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- comfortable treatiſe l 
euerliuing God, be all pꝛayſe, honaur. pow. 
er, might and dominion, now and foz euer 
moze. Amen, Amen. Amen. VIP 


| Apoca7.14. 

T beſe are they, which came out of greg 
tribulation, & haue waſbed their long robet, 
and haue made their long robes white in the 
bloud of the Lambe, 1 


15 Tbtye fore are they in the preſence f 
the tbrone of God , and ſerue him day and 
night in bis Temple, and be that ſit teth u 
the throne, will dwell amomg tbem. 


16 Thbey sball bunger no more, neither 
thirft any more, neit ber sbal the ſunne light 
on themgueither any beate. 


17 For the Lambe which is in the mild 
of the throne, hall 228 them, and ghal 


lead then; vnto the lincly founteines of wi 
tert, and Go:ls bal wipe a way al teares fron 
their eyes. | 5 
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Let not him that girdeth on his ar. 


5 25 mour, boaſt as he that putteth ir off. 
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